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Wolfe says stimulus 
funding will not 
relieve budget crisis 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


The federal stimulus funding 
NECC will receive, as previously indi- 
cated by President David Hartleb, 
would be like a bandage on the two 
rounds of budgt cuts the college faced 
in October and February. 

But now, after Monday’s 
announcement at the All College 
Assembly that the stimulus money 
would do little to help NECC’s overall 
budget situation, it was apparent to 


_tmany who were present that the tempo- 


rary bandage cannot cover the budget’s 
gaping wounds. 

Vice President of Administration 
and Finance Sue Wolfe made the 
announcment at the meeting on April 
13 that NECC will likely see fee 
increases for the fall semester, continu- 
ing layoffs and job reductions, and cuts 
made to programs and services. 

Faculty and _ staff members 
expressed concern about the likelihood 
of layoffs. 

“The faculty has already suffered 
its share of cuts in this budget crisis,” 
Suzanne Van Wert, English professor 
and president of the NECC 
Professional Association union. 

Other faculty and staff members, 
such as Joe Leblanc, English professor 


Fee increase, 
layoffs likely 


and president of the Massachusetts 
Community College Council union, 
questioned the use of the federal stimu- 
lus funding, saying that they thought 
the point of the stimulus money was to 
prevent layoffs. 

But Wolfe said that is not the case. 

“Tf the money is-used for employ- 
ing or maintaining employment what 
are you going to do in two years when 
the money is gone,” Wolfe said. 

There have already been a number 
of layoffs and job reductions, and 
Wolfe only expects that number to go 


up. 

In addition, Wolfe also stated that 
fees will most likely be increased for 
the fall semester. 

Students can expect an $8-10 
increase pet credit in course fees. 
Therefore, a full-time student could 
pay up to $120 more next semester. 

Students are unhappy with the 
news they will pay more in the fall. 

“Unfortunately, that amount of 
money makes a difference,” student 
Lindsay Meredith said. “To raise the 
cost of education in a time of econom- 
ic crisis when we’re the future genera- 
tion that needs to be educated to bring 
us out of that crisis.” 

According to Wolfe, the college 
did not factor growth in enrollment into 
their current budget projections despite 
the fact that NECC has seen enrollment 
increases in the past year. 

“We would have to get a really sig- 
nificant enrollment increase to see 
areal difference in our bottom. line,” 
Wolfe said. 


See Budget page 6 


Deaf students frustrated over ig = closure 


NECC was only school 
in New England to 
offer program 


By STEPHEN PURPLE 
Copy Editor 


Students of the English Cluster 


Program for the Deaf and Hard of - 


Hearing at NECC are speaking out 
about the recent budget cuts that elim- 
inated the program that many deaf stu- 
dents rely on to learn basic reading and 
writing skills. NECC decided to elimi- 
nate faculty member Elaine Glennon’s 
position as the sole professor in this 
program, consequently ending the pro- 
gram entirely. 

Sumit Malik, a madent in the 
English Cluster Program, came to the 
Observer directly to voice his concern 
over the issue: “If the NECC Deaf 
Cluster Program is closing, then where 
can deaf go?” 


“7 moved to US in 2001 because I _ 


want a good education here and more 
opportunity,” Malik said. 
' Without this program he wonders 


what others like him would do; what 
other. choice would they have. 
According to Malik, this is particularly 
true because NECC is the only college 
in New England that offers a program 
like this, and generally the other 
schools that offer it are 4 year colleges 
and universi- g& 
ties, and are 
more expensive 
to attend. ; 

Malik also 
wonders how 
parents of dea‘ 
children would — 
feel if their ~ 
child’s opportu: 
nity to learn | 
from the 
English 
Coes staegt 
Program was 
taken away from them. 

Lane Glenn, Vice President of 
Academic Affairs, stated that: “The 
decision to cut the program is not 
about the quality of the teacher, it’s not 
about the quality of the program. .. it’s 
purely a financial decision, and an 
unfortunate one. The college has sup- 


ported this for a long time, and we’d 
like to continue to, we just don’t have 
the money.” 

By eliminating this program the 
college saves over $89,000, which rep- 
resents the salary and benefits of 
Glennon Academic Affairs has cut 
= $450,000 in total this 


save another $500,000 
going into next year, 


NECC Board 
Members, Patrick 
McCarthy, a con- 


cerned member of the 


Ahad photo deaf community, said: 
Malik wears his feelings for the pro- 
gram on his sleeve, and on his shirt. 


“Tn our view, it is eth- 
ically and morally 
wrong to take this 
proven excellent program away 
among’ Deaf ‘community’s limited 
resources to overcome communication 
barrier inherent in deafness to learn 
this rather inaccessible phonetic lan- 
guage, English, with no other available 
programs of this kind throughout in 
New England. It is like taking wheel- 


* 
reese 


Courtesy of youtube.com 


Sumit Malik speaks passionately in a video he creat- 
ed for Youtube to save the English Cluster Program. 


chairs or braille away from people 
who truly need them!! In other words, 
how can Deaf students move on to 


higher education, if we would be at ~ 


this averse consequence???” 

Malik urges his fellow to think: “If 
you were deaf and in the English 
Cluster Program, and you found out 


the program was being shut down, 
what would you do? How would you 
feel?” 

Malik has created a Youtube video 
entirely in ASL to promote his cause, 
though he is intending to put captions 
with it shortly. The video is titled: deaf 
(Save the English Cluster Program). 
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Change is 


It might not feel like it but spring 
is here! Spring is notorious for 
inspiring people to bring about 
meaningful change after several 
months of hibernating in their sub- 
conscious. While winter seems bitter 
about closing up shop this season, 
you can’t deny that we’ve been expe- 
riencing the desire for change on 
multiple facets of existence. 

We’ve been distracted. The 
world seems so much more bizarre 
since the economy went kaput. It has 
forced many of us to tackle the ele- 
phants we’ve let squat in our rooms. 
The elephants might be heavy, even a 
little smelly, but if you persevere 
then the room will be yours again. 

Change is abrupt and happens 
when necessary. The government is 
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in the air 


still adjusting to new leadership. 
Northern Essex will soon see the 
fruit of the smoking ban. Students 
will leave students will join. 
Caterpillars will become butterflies. 
2009 will be a year of metamorpho- 
sis. 

The Observer will also be losing 
some staff members this semester. 
Come September you’ll be seeing a 
radically different Observer than pre- 


vious semesters. It has to be this way — 


if we want to keep up with the chang- 
ing environment and let new voices 
bring fresh ideas and exciting stories 
to our pages. 

Let this be a lesson for us all. 
Don’t inhibit change; it’s trying to 
benefit you. The world will not stop 
moving until the sun ‘implodes. 
Embrace change and stay open- 


» minded lest you implode with it. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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OK yyp, 


How will the smoking ban affect 
socializing at NECC? — 


Ellie Taormina, Philosophy 


“I guess it’s going to affect how I” 


meet people. I’ve met a lot of peo- 
ple through smoking.” 


Photos/Interviews by Hansel Lopez 


Joanna Solomon, Nursing 

“I feel that it may cause more 
problems. More people will band 
together, smokers and non-smok- 


Allison Burgio, Undecided 
“T’ve met a lot of people via smok- 
ing. I will continue smoking 
regardless of the ban.” 


Mike Dellea, Psychology 
“Everybody’s still going to smoke. 
They might get together in the 
parking lot. People will be pissed 
all the time because they can’t 
smoke.” 


sale es 


2 ets Panne 


Meredith Gunning, Faculty 
“T think itll affect it negatively. 
Being a faculty member who 
doesn’t smoke I feel itll be harm-— 
ful.” 


Amanda Pelletier, Practical 
Nursing 

“I think people socialize while 
they smoke, so. it will decrease 
social life.” 


d ponder this and ask 
campus dwellers 
what do they think? 


By HANSEL Lopez 
Cai weee 
As I was 
watching CNN 
the other day 


_ (there’s my bad 
habit kicking in 
- again) they dis- 
played a poll 
that said that 
48 percent of 
: Americans 
don’t trust our 
cea allies. That’s something that 
has always bothered me, why have 
Muslims been demonized especially 
- in the wake of September 11? 
Sure I can already feel the wave 
of angry responses coming my way 
for the statement I just made but that 
* doesn’t answer my question or help 
in my search for said answer. Since 
September 11 it has been made clear 
that those responsible for those. inex- 
cusable attacks were extremists who 
used Islam as a tool to: recruit new 
impressionable victims for their 
cause. 

I’'m.a Christian, a Catholic to be 
exact yet I don’t feel like I need to 
disagree or to bring down other reli- 
gions. I like to think of myself as an 


meeting with English professor ar. 
Chambers (you should seek him out) 
got me thinking more about accept- 
ance and viewing something from an 
opposite perspective. 

The deplorable acts of September 
11 may have been years ago but yet 
we are still distrusting anybody of 
Muslim faith because either igno- 
rance or popular belief. This isn’t the 
first time this phenomenon has 
occurred in the U.S. as we can always 


point to the Japanese during World 


War II or Eastern Europeans during 
the Red Scare years. 


Then again is September 11 the . 


only reason why some Americans are 
sketchy on the whole Muslim thing? 
You have to keep in mind the Gulf 
war that occurred when many of the 
current students at NECC were still 
toddlers. Or is it the reserves of oil 
that the Middle East sits on. All of 
this is fair game. 

Keep in mind that this also brings 
up the question of what do followers 
of Islam view us Americans as? 
Maybe some of us aren’t willing to 
hear what they have to say but it is 
still a valid question to ask as far as 
I’m concerned. Have years of west- 
erm suspicion and wars created a dis- 
torted viewpoint for them as well? 

To further aid me in the quest for 
answers regarding Islam I turned to 
the students faculty of Northern 
Essex and see if they fit into the mold 
of those surveyed by CNN. I was 
both surprised and relieved at what I 
heard. 


Do we distrust Muslims? 


Will Fisher, a business transfer 
whose response was short but effec- 
tive because of the lack of hesitance. 
His reply was “Of course, yeah.” To 
some this may not mean much but 
Fisher came across as someone who 
recognizes that people of Muslim 
faith are not to be distrusted. 

The next person I spoke to was 
psychology major, Baylee 
Dobrymine also replied in the same 
fashion as Fisher. “I guess some 
people do, but I just see people as 
people” said Dobrymine. 

The last person I spoke to was 
Anthropology and Sociology profes- 
sor Kristi Arford who gave a more 


detailed reason behind her view of | 


this misperception. “Tt think 
Americans.in general have a mistrust 
of Muslims, I think it’s a bad misper- 
ception. We can’t distrust a person 
solely based on being Muslim,” said 
Arford. : 

I didn’t find anybody that dis- 
trusted Muslims so that makes me 
feel a lot better about this article. 
Then again if I stop to think about it 
this brings up the idea of writing 
about how much Americans under- 
stand about Muslim culture. I’m glad 
to have spoken to someone else who 
understood the issue. “There are 
extreme groups in any kind of reli- 
gion,” concluded Arford. 

Now if nearly half of the people 


open minded person and a recent 


Dear Observer, 

I would like to write about a problem that 
I see at NECC. It’s about ESL students who 
don’t get college credit for their upper level 
classes. I think that NECC is not being consis- 
tent with its own policy. I understand that 
beginning ESL courses are basic are a prereq- 
uisite for more advanced coursework. But 
what about students who are in advanced ESL 
courses? Why shouldn’t we get elective cred- 
its for our hard work? The schools philosophy 
is building the dreams. Building the dream? I 
feel like they are stopping my dream. The 


The first person I spoke to was 


NECC’s ESL Conrsee are unfair 


school should realize that this is not our lan- 
guage. What doesn’t make any sense to me is 
if traditional students take Spanish classes, 
they are always given college credit for their 
work. They give ESL students college credits 
too, but the credits do not count for gradua- 
tion. And the ESL credits can’t be transferred 
to another school, not even as electives. The 
way NECC is running this system is unfair 
and it needs to be reviewed. 

Sincerely, 

Jorge Cirino 


MSPCA is looking for new volunteers 


Dear Observer, 

On March 16th a group of NECC students 
spent part of their Spring Break scrubbing 
floors, picking up trash, hauling dog food and 
filling bags of hay willingly and with smiles 
on their faces! This group of students volun- 
teered to help the MSPCA at Nevins Farm in 
Methuen as a community service opportunity 
during Spring Break.’ ° 

The MSPCA at Nevins Farm is a non 
profit animal care and adoption organization 
that cares for over 6,000 animals annually. 
Without volunteers like these caring students 
we would not be able to get the job done. We 
truly appreciate their willingness to help with 


anything that we asked, even if it wasn’t the 


most enjoyable task! 

The MSPCA is always looking for volun- 
teers to help on a regular basis. Even though 
scrubbing floors and picking up trash does 
need to happen, there is always time for cud- 
dling kittens and playing with puppies as 
well! If you are interested in becoming a vol- 
unteer, please visit our website at 
www.mspca.org/nevins and fill out an appli- 
cation. 

Sincerely, 

Amy Baker 

Volunteer Coordinator 

‘MSPCA at Nevins Farm 


Observer should focus on campus issues 


To whom it may concern, 

I am an avid reader of the Observer but 
lately I have had a few issues with the paper 
that I feel need to be brought to attention. 
What happened to stories about things hap- 
pening on campus? The paper spends the first 
few articles on the budget (which is very 
important) and then the articles turn into opin- 
ion pieces on things ranging from Gay rights 
to movies to Manny Ramirez. Don’t get me 
wrong, I love reading things on civil rights 
and things going on in entertainment but is it 
really necessary to have in two consecutive 
papers with an article on Resident Evil 5? The 
Observer is a good source of information for 
what is going on around the NECC campus 
yet lately it is severely lacking in stories that 


actually relate to what is happening. So 
instead of Resident Evil 5 can we please have 
articles on what different classes are doing or 
maybe even interviews with professors so we 
can get to know them. I really want to know 
what’s happening at NECC, not what the 
newest video game or movie has in store for 
me. I read Entertainment Weekly for that. 
Maybe you could use the sports section to talk 
about what NECC athletes are doing or create 
a section that focuses on what various clubs 
are doing. I will keep reading The Observer 
but please, can we focus on what’s happening 
on campus and limit the amount of articles 
that don’t have anything to do with NECC? 

Thank you, 

Reanne Malesky 


surveyed by CNN understood that. 


Business 
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‘Desperate times, 


extreme measures 


What is the reason 
behind the surge of 


violent crimes? 


By RYAN MCBRIDE 
Staff Writer 


Five chil- 
dren and their 
father found 
dead in 
Washington 
state. Three 
Pittsburg offi- 
ers killed. 
And here near 
“our homes, 2 
beautiful young ladies, killed by 
their brother, who later killed him- 
self in Boston, MA. 

There have been numerous 
killings, such as the N.Y. massacre 
that killed 14 students of America. 
In these difficult times you have to 
wonder where everyone’s heads are 
going. Is this human nature, or 
God’s will? 

Or is it something else? 
Whatever the causes, lives have 
been tarnished, families have been 
shattered, and hearts have been bro- 
ken. Have we as people just com- 
pletely lost touch with what matters? 

Children’s futures have been 
eliminated, while their killers suffer 
nothing as they are killing them- 


selves. Here at NECC, this has been 
a big month of Death Row, and what 
it is to be a killer, or decide to have 
a killer’s life taken from him or her. 
In these desperate times, are we for- 
getting who means the most to us? 
Are these reality checks for the rest 
of us, who couldn’t see it happening 
to the rest of us? 

From Caylee Anthony, to Blues 
Brothers actor Lou Perryman, to the 
anonymous American’s who to some 
mean much more than those men- 
tioned, people are feeling the need 
more than ever, to commit these 
crimes. 

Maybe we need to put aside our 
differences, and come to a common 
ground, because there are athers out 
there, who in desperate times take 
extreme measures and maybe we 
need to help them instead of ignor- 
ing. Although putting these events 
behind us and moving forward will 
be of great aid we also have to 
examine why or how we arrived at 
this point. 

Something also worth mention- 
ing is what is behind these acts of 
violence. Is it American culture that 
breeds complete disregard towards 
taking another person’s life? 

Or possibly it’s that we need to 
show sincerity to others. Whatever 
it is, do your part show some 
humanity. Unfortunately this will 
be another dark chapter in American 
history. 


Westfield State College is now offering a bachelor’s degree-completion 
program in Business with concentrations in Management, Marketing 
and Finance. Students with an associate’s degree in a designated business 
program from a Massachusetts community college may enroll with benefits 


of the Commonwealth Transfer Compact and the Joint Admissions Program. 


Online classes are offered during the 15-week fall and spring semesters, 


two 6-week summer sessions, and winter session. 


To apply for the Online Business program, or for 
more information visit: www.wsc.ma.edu/onlinebusiness 


Questions? Email us at: onlinebusiness@wsc.ma.edu. 


f 


Westfield 


State College 
SINCE 1838 


DIVISION OF GRADUATE & 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 


333 Western Avenue 
Westfield, Massachusetts 01086 
(413) 572-8022 

wsc.ma.edu/onlinebusiness 
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The smoking ban will 


decrease student 

interaction 

By RYAN JACKSON 

Correspondent 

The new 
smoking ban 
policy at 


Northern Essex 
has only been in 
effect since the 
start of the 
spring semester, 
) and already stu- 
dents are notic- 
ing a dramatic 
change. The smoking area outside of 
the C building, what was once a breed- 
ing ground for conversation, has 
become a deserted concrete walkway, 
only occupied by those going to and 
from class, and the small handful of 
students who choose to resist and/or 
ignore this policy (myself included). 

“Smokers and non-smokers gather 
in front of the C building. Since the 
ban that number has been greatly 
reduced,” said NECC student, Jodie 
Smith, “without that area to congre- 
gate, it takes away from the social 
aspect of the school.” 

It may not seem like much to oth- 
ers, but for that collection of people 
who knew it as a place for new friends, 
conversation, or an extra smoke, it has 
now become uninviting. This all 
comes after not even an entire semes- 
ter into the ban, and without it being in 
full effect. 

As of now students who are 
caught smoking are only asked to put 


April 15, 2009 


out their cigarettes or go to their cars, 
but starting next semester some slight 
form of punishment will be given out 
to violators. This will sure enough stop 
the congregation of smokers, probably 
all together. 

“Tt’s a shame,” said NECC student 
Andrew Anc, “I don’t even smoke but 
I still hung out there, and as far as the 
school’s social apparatus goes, well, 
it’s been killed.” 

Although it may not seem like it, 
that area has proved beneficial to 
many students who have found com- 
fort in the easy-going atmosphere of 
open conversations and hacky-sack 
circles. 

“T don’t see aye the big [exple- 
tive] deal is, it’s not like you have to 
walk through a giant cloud of smoke to 
get inside,” says NECC non-smoker 
Andrew Young Colgan. 

This policy, however, may not be 


This is the final product of the smoking ban. 
photo by Ryan McBride , 


the entire source of blame in the situa- 
tion. It could be that students who used 
to gather out there have now moved on 
to other schools or graduated, howev- 
et, it does not explain the lack of new 
comers who seemed to fill in the gaps 
of graduates during prior semesters. 

It isn’t that this is necessarily an 
unjust policy; in fact it is commend- 
able for a school to go out of their way 
to make our school a bit healthier. 
What they failed to consider when 
constructing this policy though, is the 
blow that the NECC social scene has 
taken. Obviously we are people and 
people will interact with others, and 
this policy doesn’t spell out the end to 
the NECC social network, it does 
however make it harder for students 
who used that area as a source of meet- 
ing new people, but alternatives will 
present themselves in time. For now 
though, the area will remain vacant. 


ATTENTION NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs. 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
with one of the world’s most successful companies! 


Our Benefits Package Includes: 
Tuition Assistance 
Holidays Off * Paid Vacations * and Much More! 


Medical & Dental * 401(K) « 


UPS and the UPS Srandmark we 


The UPS 
EARN & 
LEARN 
Program 


Apply Online: 
upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 


UPS is an Equal Opportunity Employer 


segistored trademarks of United Parcel Servies cl Amorina. 


Get up to $15,000 


in College Education Assistance! 
“UPS Earn & Leatn Program guidelines apply. 


90 BRICK KILN ROAD * CHELMSFORD, MA 


ine, Ail righte maerved. 


control 


Does everyone in the 
United States own a 


gun? 
By JEFFREY ORTIZ 
Correspondent 


When a 
man named 
Robert Stewart 
walked into a 
nursing home 
in North 
Carolina just a 
week ago, 
Officer Justin 
Garner went to 
work. When the officer confronted 
Stewart and had told him to put the 


the long hours they spend protecting — 
us, but apparently the Grass Reowly 
North Carolina (GRNC) think that’s — 
just not enough. 

The GRNC are a local gun 
extremist group in North Carolina — 
who wanted to arm nurses at the 
nursing homes, so that the nursing — 
homes can be safer. Really? Arming — 
nurses with pistols and assault rifles ; 
with patients in a Alzheimer unit is — 
completely ridiculous. Should the 
patients also carry guns? ; 

We shouldn’t be arming more 
people, we should have stricter gun — 
control to avoid situations like the” 
one that happened at the nursing 
home. Any person with commen 
sense can tell you that, but apparent- _ 
ly there are some who don’t have it. 

I know that the Second 


C C = 
Arming nurses with pistols and assualt — 
rifles with patients in an Alzheimer unit 
is completely ridiculous. Should the 
patients also carry guns? 


firearm down, Stewart replied with 
buckshot pellets hitting the officer 
in the leg and on the foot. Even with 
this injury, the officer managed to 
end the shooting spree that left eight 
people dead by shooting Stewart in 
the chest. 

We should be grateful for what 
police do for our communities and 


Amendment says ‘that you have the 
right to bear-arms, but this is getting — 
out of control. Guns are too easy to 
get, anyone can just walk into a 
Wal-Mart and walk out with a 
weapon just by filling out a form. 
Guns should be the hardest thing to — 
get and not be just another item — 
bought at a department store. 
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RieeanishdneHoretthe Millennials 


The latest social 
group is one of the 
most misguided 


By MARK PALERMO 
Guest Columnist 


As a col- 
lege instructor 
for the last 25 
years, I’ve seen 

_ generations of 
students come 
; and I’ve seen 
. them go: high 
and low 
achievers, 
international students, hippies, slack- 


_ ers, punks, scholars, jocks, preppies, 
goths, grungers, gangbangers, sci- - 


ence nerds and more. Nowadays I am 
witnessing the latest generation of 
students coming through; called 
Millennials, and they have distinct 
characteristics. 

They are et incitally savvy 
multi-taskers. Their style is collabo- 
rative and laid back. They are 
assertive and optimistic. They often 
know what a Roth IRA is before they 
are 20. They prefer to communicate 
by text messaging. And the guys tend 
to live with their parents until they 


are 30 and can spend an entire week- 
end in their pajamas playing video 
games. 

But more than ever, I see some 
Millennials who are too easily caught 
up in manufactured dreams of mass 
culture and it concerns me. In 
America we sell dreams. Whether it’s 
Mary Kay, Coca-cola, Amway, 
Marlboros, Rocky or Rock and Roll, 


the marketing of dreams is what we 


do best. Dreams are the engine of the 
system. They can propel us to over- 
come wretchedness, ignorance, 
poverty and drive us toward the 
objects of our desires. But dreams 
can also lie. 

We tell the young that there are 
no limits to what they can become. 
We point to success stories like 
Henry Ford, Bill Gates and Michael 
Jordan as examples. Even a hundred 
years ago, the Horatio Alger stories 
symbolized the promise of America. 
The narrative sounded right then, and 
it still rings true now. And so we dis- 
seminate it to the world, and reap the 


. profits. 


The problem is that today’s 
Millennials live vicariously through 
electronics and digitized reality. 
Their inner world- unlike yesteryear- 
is formed not so much from human, 
face-to-face interactions, but by non- 
contextualized bits from TV, texting, 


Internet and video. And here lies the 
crux of the problem. Reality testing is 
often delayed, with undesirable con- 
sequences. 

We insist they can become what- 
ever they want, but we will never tell 
them what is in their way, like poor 
schooling, environment, parental 
upbringing, lack of money, social 
class, weak academic skills, ethnic 
and racial origin and the negative 
voices these things can generate in 
their own heads. It is not that these 
barriers can’t be surmounted- they 
often are- but in America, we make 
believe these barriers don’t exist. As 
a result, I've seen young students 
bounce along on waves of vicarious 
euphoria for a season, then typically 
hit the wall and fade into some sub- 
terranean service worker realm, dis- 
missing their own potential lives. 
Thus broken on the wheel of mass 


culture and schooling, they typically 


fall in as production line pyramid 
builders for the New World Order 


‘and cannon fodder for its ceaseless, 


relentless wars. 

I’ve seen too many Millennials 
who are sure that their destiny is to 
become rich, but don’t know how it 
will happen. Millennials who want to 
be programmers but don’t know their 
multiplication tablés- and don’t care 
to learn them. Who dream of owning 


The truth in Iraq 


The war in Iraq 
doesnt ote A gall 
covered — 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Correspondent 


Every time 
I hear some- 


the war on ter- 
fore! > find 
myself asking 
what is really 
going on over 
there or even 
how many casualties there Bare 
been so far. 

The war started 0 on March 20, 
2003, which is now a little over six 
years ago and I feel as if I don’t 
know anything about it besides 
why we are there, to fight terror- 
ism. I know more about the Casey 
Anthony issue and Natalie 
Holloway than I do about the war 
which numerous people I know are 
fighting in. 

I decided to ask fellow class- 
mates about their opinions as to 
whether or not they think there 
should be more coverage of the 
war. I got a lot of mixed answers 
and a lot of people surprisingly 
didn’t care less either way. 

“T feel like everyone is trying 
to cover up what is really going on 


in Iraq. You turn on the news and 


all it really is is celebrity escapades 
and movie reviews, while the death 
count runs quickly across the bot- 
tom of the screen. It’s horrible,” 
Erika Girard stated. 

' An opposing view on the sub- 


one bring up © 


MCT campus bho 


The brave men fos women of the United States 
Armed Forces have been neglected. 


ject given by Andre Ouellette was, 
“No. I feel this semester is filled 
with educational backgrounds of 
Afghanistan to the brim. I 
mean...I’m reading The Kite 
Runner. Come on.” 

When I tried to research the 
war and find an accurate and up-to- 
date number of casualties thus far I 
couldn’t find a number. Every web- 
site I looked on had a different 
number. They were ranging any- 
where between 2,000 and 4,000 
casualties. The thing I found the 
most when searching was the num- 
ber of casualties of the war when it 
surpassed the number of victims 
from September 11, 2001. I know 
that’s an important mark in history 
and it means something, but why 
aren’t the names and a total number 
of all the men and women fighting 


for our country that were killed 
past that point up-to-date. 

After almost giving up my 
search on this topic because I was 
more than frustrated about the lack 
of information, someone told me 
about Nancy Grace on CNN and 
said that at the end of every show 
she makes a tribute to a fallen sol- 
dier and updates the casualty 
count. I watched her show and as 
of April 7, 2009, the number of 
U.S. troops that have fallen were at 
4,268 men and women. I was sur- 
prised that it took me days of 
research to find it as a three minute 
tribute and an updated count. It 
makes me sick that people don’t 
care enough about our soldiers. I 
understand people may not agree 
with the war but you can still sup- 
port our troops. 


a Ferrarri, but don’t think to take the 
steps to make it happen. Who believe 
school is unimportant because Bill 
Gates dropped out of college. 

On the other hand, I have 
observed foreign students who came 
here from more elemental cultures 
where no hyped-up, feverish inner 
narrative of achievement clouds their 
way, who gaze into the future with 
less insulation between themselves 
and the grim realities of the poor. I’ve 
seen girls of 17 with an adult sensi- 
bility which women here often don’t 
have until 40, if ever. I’ve met young 
men who come here with only the 
clothes on their backs not knowing 
the language, yet who are fiercely 
ambitious, and at the same time, 
grounded and realistic. 

Choosing a vocation is proba- 
bly the most important decision a 
person will make, and judging 
from the number of broken, bitter 
and frustrated adults, too many 
have chosen badly or not at all. 
And usually not because they were 
dumb, but because nobody gave 
them the antidote to the noisy, inef- 
ficient machinery of mass dreams; 
machinery which produces more 
heat than light, while grinding 
away the soul. Listening to discar- 
nate, ephemeral voices hypnotical- 
ly reaffirming the myth, they ask 


themselves, “How did I screw up 
so much? If this is the richest coun- 
try in the world, if I can be any- 
thing I want, why haven’t I created 
another Microsoft? Why aren’t I 
tich?” The slippery downward 
slope of self-doubt can result in an 
unwanted journey on a well tray- 
elled road- with an inner dialogue 
of oblivion playing inside their 
head like a tape recording: “What’s 
wrong with me? They must have 
been right, I never had any talent.” 

It’s not that dreams are a bad 
thing. On the contrary, to live in 
America you need a dream, espe- 
cially if you are young. But an 
active dream is a process of visual- 
ization, planning and action taking. 
Without the engagement of the 
will, a dream is merely a mass cul- 
ture-induced fantasy. And that’s all 
it will ever be. A surprising number 
of Millennials don’t know the dif- 
ference and it may take them until 
they are 28 or 30 to come around- 
typically after a bad marriage and a 
dead end job, which is why it’s 
good to learn early that your ship 
can’t come in if it never leaves 
port. 


Mark Palermo is an NECC faculty 
member. 


A turn for the worse 


The government aims 
to keep you in a state 


of economic fear 


By BEN KNIGHT 
Correspondent 


It would be 
no lie to say 
hat the present 


rible, to say the 
This 


everybody 
feels, while the 
government is still sending people to 
die at war over oil fields. Some peo- 
ple may ask “Why do you blame the 
government for this? They are hurt- 
ing just as much as we are.” 

While this statement may be true, 
perhaps it is not. The government 
seems to have plenty of money to 
hand out to billion dollar corpora- 
tions, while giving the average tax- 
payer a stimulus package worth a 
whopping 13 extra dollars on each of 
their weekly paychecks. 

The American government has a 
lot to gain from keeping the citizens 
of this fine nation poor. First, they 
can keep control of us through our 
wallets. As a taxpayer, we have many 
bills to pay, such as phone bill, credit 
card bills, and other great things like 
that. If we believe that the corpora- 
tions responsible for our bills are 
dying fast, we will be willing to keep 


the government funded for keeping 
them alive, for fear of our bills going 
up and losing the life that we all live 
peacefully, in exchange for anarchy 
and chaos, or so they tell us. 

The American government is not 
a democracy, and so they do not act 
like one. The forces that are suppos- 
edly protecting us from foreign dan- 
gers are being trained in the wonder- 
ful art of martial law in Iraq, which 
makes one wonder if the Iraqi war is 
simply training for when they come 
home and turn America into a mili- 
tant state: 

If you just look around, you can 
see people getting fed up with their 
taxes, high gas prices, and other 
things that our government has com- 
plete control over, I mean is it that 
much of a coincidence that for the 
eight years George W. Bush was in 
office gas prices skyrocketed, and it 
just so happens that George W. Bush 
was named the Exxon corporation’s 
employee of the year in 2008, 
hmmm. 

All around me I can hear people 
talking about the many terrible things 
our government is doing right now, 
and it is only a matter of time before 
people rise up against the atrocities 
they are hearing about, whether these 
things are true or not. All I know is, 
the government is trying to revoke 
many of our constitutional freedoms, 
such as the right to bear arms, with- 
out guns, we can not fight if the gov- 
ernment declares martial law, which 
would be a terrible thing. I feel that 
America is in the dawning of a new 
age, and we, the people, are the only 
ones who can decide what this new 
age will look like. 
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Contemporary Affairs 
Club 


Haverhill mayor Jim 
Fiorentini will be the featured 
guest at the Contemporary Affairs 
club meeting on Wednesday, April 
15 at 12 p.m. in room C 107. 

The mayor will be discussing 
how the economy is affecting 
Haverhill. 

For more information, contact 
club president Joe Donlon at don- 
lonjoseph@comcast.net. 


NECC track team 
fundraiser 


The track team will be hold- 
ing a fundraiser at Uno’s resta- 
raunt in Haverhill to offset the 
cost of travel to district and 
national competitions. 

The fundraiser will be held on 
Wedneday, April 15 from | to 10 
p.m. at Uno’s, 30 Cushing 
Avenue, Haverhill. 

For more information ‘on the 
track team, visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/athletics/trac 
kandfield. 


Neighborhood cleanup 
and recycling day 


On Thursday, April 16 stu- 
dents, faculty and staff will be 
joining together to pick up trash 
and sort recyclables on campus 
and along Elliot Street and 
Kenoza Avenue. 

Volunteers can get gloves and 
trash bags in the library and C 
building lobby. 

Free NECC hats will be given 
out to the first 30 volunteers. 
There will also be a drawing for a 
$25 Barnes and Noble gift card, 
an NECC book bag and blanket. 


Business Plan 
Competition 


The top six business plan pre- 
sentations from students in the 
Introduction to Entrepreneurship 
class will be presented on 
Sturday, April 28 form 6 to 8:30 
p.m. in TC 103. The top three. 
teams will be awarded scholar- 
ship funds, including a $600 
scholarship for first place, and the 
top student will receive a Dell 
laptop computer. 

For more information on the 
competition or to learn more 
about Introduction to 
Entrepreneurship, contact Bill 
Zannini at 
bzannini@necc.mass.edu. 


Student awards 
ceremonies 


The Computer Technology 
and Engineering Department, and 
Math Department, awards appre- 
ciation day will be held on Friday, 
April 17 at 12 p.m. in TC 103 
A&B. 


The English Department writ- 
ing awards ceremony will be held 
on Friday, April 24 at 12 p.m in 
TC 103B. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Budget 


Continued from Page 1 

Wolfe stated that the simulus fund- 
ing is one-time money, and since it is a 
grant it has many restrictions on its use. 

“This money doesn’t go into the 
unrestricted pool of resources that we 
can use in the general operations of the 
college,” Wolfe said. 

One example Wolfe gave of how 
the stimulus money could be used is for 
one-time investments, such as deferred 
maintenance and shovel-ready projects. 

The $162 million in federal stimu- 
lus funds that Gov. Deval Patrick allo- 
cated to public higher education in the 
state, $40.3 million of which will go to 
community colleges, only reflects 
funding for the upcoming fiscal year 
2010 budget, which begins in June. 

According to Hartleb, since the 
stimulus plan is for two years only it is 
possible a similar amount will be allo- 
cated for 2011, but then it would end. 

“Clearly, it will not solve all our 
budget cutting problems,” Hartleb said. 

Hartleb said he is preparing for 
what he called a “new era of reduced 
resources,’’stating that “we will look 
and act differently three to five years 
from now.” 


Will stimulate the 
local economy by 
promoting business 


By CANDICE SEPLOW 
Correspondent 


Future prosperity of Haverhill’s 
economic state is closely tied to the rise 
in the creative industry of graphic 
design, publishing, art, advertising and 
architecture, to a name a few. The 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
awarded Haverhill into the Adams 
Arts Planning Grant to help promote 


an advance in creative economy for the - 


city. 

On April 6, over 20 citizens, 
including Mayor James J. Fiorentini, 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
Executive Director Anita Walker, Head 
of Haverhill’s Cultural Council David 
Zoffoli, Chamber President James 


Jajuga, and others, launched the city’s 
Adams Arts Planning Grant Initiative. 
Grant partners from Winnekenni 
Foundation, J.G Whittier birthplace 
and others joined for the grant 
announcement, hosted by Margot 
Lindauer, owner of Margot’s Gallery 
located at 52 Wingate Street. 

The city, the Greater Haverhill 
Chamber of Commerce, Team 
Haverhill, Haverhill Cultural Council, 
as well as non- profits, museums and 
other cultural institutions in Haverhill 
have partnered up with the MCC, to 
promote the city’s economy boosting 
plan, which is to attract more artists to 
travel to the downtown area. 

Team Haverhill is placing brightly 
painted, larger than life shoes through- 
out the streets of Haverhill, from July 
to October 2009. Haverhill also plans 
to attract more tourists by sparking 
interest to discover the city’s history, as 
well as to encourage people to realize 


Haverhill awarded arts grant 


how much revenue can be generated 
throughout a creative economy. 

“IT am pleased to work with our 
partners to further cultivate Haverhill’s 
growing arts economy, which can help 
support our restaurants, shops, and vice 
versa,” stated Mayor James J. 
Fiorentini. 

The MCC has supported creative 
economic initiative since the beginning 
of the 90s. The Adams program was 
designed to leverage the assets of cre- 
ative divisions like artists, cultural 
organizations and art-related business-— 
es that are native in Massachusetts 
communities that generate real income. 

In 2004, the legislature re-— 
designed the Adams Art Program to 
fund projects that will generate rev- 
enue to revitalize cities' economies. 
Their plan is to connect schools, art 
galleries, restaurants and museums: 
through cultural and artistic activi- 
ties. 


ESL class to document seniors’ lives 


By THOMAS KIENJE 
Correspondent 


English as a Second Language 
instructor Paula Richards and her stu- 
dents will be setting new precedence, 
and teaching a great lesson in altru- 
ism. The group will be visiting a 
mostly forgotten demographic of 
people, residents of Mary 
Immaculate Healthcare Services 
Nursing Restorative Center, in an 
effort to boost spirits and offer small 
measures of solace. 

According to Richards, the group 
will be visiting this nursing home in 


Earn 12 credits in less 


than two hours 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Twelve credits for many students is a full semester 
of coursework. It usually means coming to class two to 
three days a week or countless hours spent online, over 


the course of 16 weeks. 


But, for some Spanish-speaking students at NECC, 
12 credits can be earned in just 90 minutes by taking 
the CLEP (Colege Level Exam Program) Spanish lan- 


guage exam. 


“Tf you speak Spanish fluently you'll get 12 credits 


Lawrence on two Saturdays. The first 
visit will take place Saturday, April 
18, for initial interviews with the res- 
idents. The students will ask ques- 
tions on the four seasons of each 
senior’s life: spring, summer, fall, and 
winter, denoting sequentially the four 
stages of life; childhood, adoles- 
cence, adulthood and the golden 
years. Then, the group will return on 
Saturday, May 2, to present the resi- 
dents with their intergenerational 
biographies and photos as gifts. 

The class is a high level ESL lis- 
tening and speaking class, which usu- 
ally meets on Saturdays at the 


almost guaranteed, saving close to $1,500 in tuition for 
a test that costs less than $100,” Director of the Center 
for Adult and Alternative Studies (CAAS) Cynthia 
Therrien said. . 

According to Therrien, the Spanish language CLEP 
exam is the most popular test offered at NECC by the 
CAAS, which administers the exams. Although, it is 
not the only CLEP exam offered. Over 20 different tests 
are available in various subject areas such as business, 
computers, English, mathematics, humanities, foreign 
languages, natural sciences, social sciences and history. 

The exams test student’s knowledge in the subject 
area; a passing grade earns them college credit and 
exemption from the requirements of the equivalent 
introductory class. 

“These exams allow students to receive credit for 
what they already know and fast track their degree,” 
Therrien said. 

These credits are also likely to transfer to other col- 
leges, according to Therrien, because CLEP is a nation- 
ally recognized exam program. There are 2,900 col- 
leges and universities that grant credit for successful 
CLEP scores. ( 

According to Therrien, approximately 350 stu- 
dents, from NECC and the surrounding region, take 
CLEP exams each year through CAAS. Over 2,416 
tests have been administered since 2002, saving stu- 


dents thousands of dollars on tuition, fees, costs of 


books and, of course, priceless time. 

In fact, according to Therrien, the various programs 
CAAS offers to earn credit have saved NECC students 
approximately $1.5 million overall. 

For more information on the CAAS and CLEP 
exams, contact Cynthia Therrien at 
cytherrien@necc.mass.edu. 


This is an exciting time to join the UMass Lowell family. 
Academic quality is high, campus life is vibrant, and 

the experience of being a student here is better than ever— 
with Living-Learning Communities, internships and coops, ~ 
study abroad opportunities and dozens of accelerated 


Amesbury Street 
Lawrence. 

“We decided to do this as a way 
to give back to the community and as 
a way for the students to improve 
their interviewing, note taking and 
presentation skills,’ Richards avidly 
stated as the reasoning behind the 
visit. 

“There is also the need for service 
learning, and an opportunity for the 
students to reflect on their new expe- 
riences,” Richards said. She quickly 
adds, “as goodwill ambassadors from 
Northern Essex Community College, 
the group will be part of a broader 


campus in 


Bachelor’s-to-Master’s programs. 


Find out more today at www.uml.edu/admissions. 


Wr 


UMASS 


Office of Undergraduate Admissions ~ 


University of UMass Lowell 


Massachusetts 
Lowell 


883 Broadway, Suite 110 
Lowell, MA 01854-5104 
>  www.umlLedu/admissions 


community outreach program.” 

Richards seemed extremely - 
excited by the prospective visit to,the 
nursing home, alluding to the fact that 
it would be the first time she and her 
students had attempted an undertak- 
ing of this magnitude. She, however, 
appeared to be awed by the simple . 
nobility of such an enterprise. 

“My students are looking forward 
to this, all the planning notwithstand- 
ing,” Richards said. 

She believes that the true gift to 
the seniors will be the students taking 
the time to visit and listen to their sto- 
TICS. - ‘ £ 
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Vermont legalizes gay mar- 
riage with veto override 


MONTPELIER, Vt. - 
Vermont, which invented civil 
unions, last week became a pio- 
neer again as the first state to 
legalize gay marriage through a 
legislature's vote, suggesting 
growing popular acceptance of 
the idea. 

The House barely achieved 
the votes necessary to override 
Gov. Jim Douglas' veto of a bill 
that will allow gays and lesbians 
to marry beginning September 1. 
Four states now have same-sex 
marriage laws and other states 
soon could follow suit. 

Bills to allow same-sex mar- 
riage are currently before law- 
makers in New Hampshire, 
Maine, New York and New 
Jersey. The three other states that 
currently allow same-sex mar- 
_Tiage, Connecticut, Massachusetts 
and Iowa, each moved to do so 
through the courts, not legisla- 
tures. 

“For a popularly elected leg- 
islature to make this decision is a 
much more democratic process” 
because lawmakers have to 
answer to the voters every other 
November, said Eric Davis, a 
retired Middlebury College politi- 
cal science professor. 

Getting gay marriage 
approved in a political, rather 
than purely legal, forum is a big 
step, said Boston University law 
professor Linda McClain, an 
expert on family law and policy. 
"What may give courage to other 
legislatures is that this legislature 
managed to do it," she said. 


Threat to shut Boston Globe 
shows no paper is safe 


NEW YORK - When it bought 
the Boston Globe for a record $1.1 
Aillion in 1993, the New York 
Times Co. added one of the nation's 
most acclaimed and profitable 
newspapers to its empire. 

But analysts: say the 137-year- 
old Globe has been a money-loser 
in recent years, and the Times, now 
$1.1 billion in debt, is threatening 
to shut down Boston's pre-eminent 
paper unless it gets $20 million in 
union concessions. 

Faced with the global recession 
and declining revenues, the news- 
paper business is reeling - one 
major paper has already folded this 
year and several others are seeking 


threat to the Globe, announced 
recently on the Globe's Web site, 
has shocked some industry insid- 
ers, who say it shows no one is 
safe. 

“It is a huge warning shot 
across the bow of the newspaper 
industry. If this can happen to the 
storied Boston Globe, pretty much 
nothing is safe,” said Boston 
University communications profes- 
sor Tobe Berkovitz. 

The threat to close the paper 
"sends a very clear message to all 
employees and unions of surviving 
newspapers, that this is not busi- 
ness as usual," said Ken Doctor, a 
media analyst. 


bankruptcy protection. But the | 


By CESAR SEGURA 
News Editor 


The multi-talented former Miss 
USA, Susie Castillo, will be attend- 
ing the Northern Essex Community 
College graduation. She will be the 
speaker at NECC’s commencement 
ceremony on Saturday, May 16, 
2009, at 11 a.m. at the Haverhill cam- 
pus. Her message with its focus on 
the importance of education, achiev- 
ing and setting goals and living life to 
the fullest should resonate with our 
graduates. 

Susie Castillo was born in 
Methuen, Mass. to Dominican and 
Puerto Rican parents. She became 
Miss USA in 2003. Now 28 years 
old, Castillo is not only a former 
Miss USA, but an actress and an 
author who calls Los Angeles home. 
When she was crowned Miss USA in 
2003, Castillo, an Endicott College 
graduate, was the third Latina to hold 
the coveted title, which she won with 
a platform that focused on education. 
Most recently Castillo has accom- 
plished one of her life-long goals, 
which was authoring a book. The 
name of her book is “Confidence is 
Queen: The Four Keys to Ultimate 
Beauty through Positive Thinking,” 
published by Penguin Group last 
July. In the book, she combines hon- 


esty, sincerity and a sense of humor - 


to share her secrets to achieving 

goals and living out one’s dreams. 
The now actress Castillo is 

involved in the film “The Heart- 


Fprnne Miss USA 


oO 


breaker,” which will be released later 
this year. Castillo made her feature 
film debut in Disney’s live-action 
comedy, “Underdog,” playing the 
role of News Reporter Diana Flores. 
She has also guest-starred on ABC’s 
“My Wife and Kids” and UPN’s 
“Half and Half.” Currently she gives 
life to the role of Mercedes 


Courtesy of missmassachusettsusa.com 


Susie Castillo will be 
2009 commencement 


ceremony speaker. 


Hernandez, one of the next door 
neighbors. She also has a periodic 
role as a neighbor in Tyler Perry’s 
“House of Payne.” 

Adding to her explosive career in 
acting, Castillo is also a representa- 
tive face for Neutrogena’s national 


at graduation 


television advertising campaign, 
along with fellow Neutrogena beau- 
ties Jennifer Garner, Kelly Preston, 
Vanessa Hudgens and Hayden 
Panettiere. 

Before fully engaging in acting, 
Castillo was seen daily as host of 
MTV’s “TRL (Total Request Live)” 
from MTV’s Times Square studios in 
New York City. She has also hosted a 
number of MTV specials. 

Castillo is a supporter of various 
charities back in Los Angeles, where 
she currently lives. She is a member 
of the American Red Cross’ celebrity 
cabinet, and is a supporter of the 
Hispanic Heritage Foundation, a 
non-profit organization that helps 
cultivate young Latino leaders. 
Castillo has been an environmentalist 
since she was a child. Castillo is 
proud to live a “green” lifestyle. 

“Susie Castillo is a great example 
of Northern Essex students, especial- 
ly the 23 percent of whom are 
Latino,” said David Hartleb, 
President of Northern Essex. “Her 
message with its focus on the impor- 
tance of education, achieving and 
setting goals, and living life to the 
fullest should resonate with our grad- 
uates.” 

Castillo’s accomplishments are a 
great example for NECC’s latino stu- 
dents. Her hard work symbolizes the 
progression in the Merrimack Valley 
Latino community. Her speech at the 
2009 commencement ceremony will 
attempt to inspire not only Latino 
graduates, but all NECC graduates. 


Alumni speak on value of volunteering 


By MICHAEL ANDERSON 
Correspondent 


Working hard to make money 
and getting promotions are important 
to a person’s career, but community 
service could be the most important 
aspect in one’s professional journey. 
Those were points that were dis- 
cussed during the inaugural Women 


- Leaders Panel Discussion held on 


March 3. 

The four panelists, who were also 
former graduates at Northern Essex, 
spoke about how important it is to 
give back to the community. 

Panelist Jill Hrubes talked about 
the origins of her volunteering career, 
which began at NECC. 

“My volunteering experience 
actually began right here at Northern 
Essex where I worked as a note taker 
for other students,” Hrubes said. 

The main point that Hrubes 
stressed was that by helping out, a 
community gets better. 

“We should each do a part in 
community service so that we can 
make our communities 
better,” Hrubes said. 

Volunteering does not only help 
the local community, but it can lead 
to many opportunities in places far, 
far away. Even the skills an individ- 


ual learns from volunteering are 
invaluable. 

“TJ learned a lot about myself and 
my type of leadership style. To be an 
effective leader you need to be a 
good listener. You need to go in and 
actually talk to people, and ask them 
what they need,” former journalism 
student Darlene Beal said. 

Beal would apply these skills 
when she went to India, where she 
worked as a photojournalist, and 
assisted in water sanitation projects. 

While Beal talked about some of 
the places she had been, Elaine 
Barker talked about some of her vol- 
unteer opportunities, and she also 
gave students tips on how to volun- 
teer. She also said that volunteering 
can lead to potential career opportu- 
nities, and can even help communi- 
ties solve many problems. 

“A person can help solve many 
problems around a community, and 
they can also help many lives just by 
doing community service,” Barker 
said. 

Barker also said that community 
service is a great time to bond with 
family and friends. Just by working 
together to help the community can 
bring the best out of someone. She 
also added that community service 
does not have to be about building 
houses or coaching soccer games. It 


can be simple stuff like chaperoning 
on field trips, being a greeter at a 
church on Sunday, or helping to build 
the Christmas bazaar for kids at a 
school. 

Panelist Susan Bonenfant tossed 
in some humor about how when she 
was younger, she volunteered at a 
hospital where she worked as a candy 
striper. The feeling of helping people 
was so great that she wanted to 
become a nurse, but when she saw all 
the blood that was involved, her 
nursing odyssey ended. 

The one organization that 
Bonenfant takes pride in is the 
Adopt-A-Family program. This is a 
program where people help needy 
families out by delivering them hats, 
coats, mittens and other essentials so 
that they can survive. : 

“The people are so happy when 
they receive these items. They would 
gladly take those items over things 
like movies or video games,” 
Bonenfant said. 

The one thing that all the pan- 
elists agreed on was that volunteer- 
ing is good karma, and is very 
rewarding. Helping someone who is 
less fortunate can ehange your life 
forever. 

“You never know whose lives 
you touch when you meet someone,” 
Barker said. 


Janitor fired for inappropriate behavior 


sie 

With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. 

This log covers incidents between 
March 5 and April 13. 


March 5- A female student 
complained about inappropriate 
behavior from a janitor in the E 
building. The janitor worked for 
an outside contractor and was 
fired, 2:20 p.m. 


March 12- A car window was 
-reported broken in lot 3, 5 p.m. 


March 25- A woman fell in 
the student center. An ambulance 
was called, 2:45 p.m. 


April 8- Students were report- 
ed fighting in the student center, 
12259 pm. 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
EEL OPP SS TET TE IES 


Kidnapped US captain 
freed; snipers kill 3 pirates 


NAIROBI, Kenya - Navy 
snipers on the fantail of a destroy- 
er cut down three Somali pirates in 
a lifeboat and rescued an 
American sea captain in a surprise 
nighttime assault in choppy seas 
Easter Sunday, ending a five-day 
standoff between a team of rogue 
gunmen and the world's most pow- 
erful military. 

It was a stunning ending to an 
Indian Ocean odyssey that began 
when 53-year-old freighter Capt. 
Richard Phillips was taken hostage 
Wednesday by pirates who tried to 
hijack the U.S.-flagged Maersk 
Alabama. The Vermont native was 
held on a tiny lifeboat that began 
drifting precariously toward 
Somalia's anarchic, gun-plagued 
shores. 

The operation, personally 
approved by President Barack 
Obama, quashed fears the saga 
could drag on for months and 
marked a victory for the US., 


-| which for days seemed powerless 


to resolve the crisis despite mass- 
ing helicopter-equipped warships 
at the scene. _ 

Negotiations with the three 
pirates were growing heated, Vice 
Adm. Bill Gortney said. 

The rescue was a dramatic 
blow to the pirates who have 
preyed on international shipping 
and hold more than a dozen ships 
with about 230 foreign sailors. But 
it is unlikely to do much to quell 
the region's growing pirate threat, 
which has transformed one of the 
world's busiest shipping lanes into 
one of its most dangerous. It also 
risked provoking retaliatory 
attacks. 

"This could escalate violence 
in this part of the world, no ques- 
tion about it," said Gortney. 


North Korea holds massive 
pro-rocket rally 


SEOUL, South Korea - North 
Korea organized a massive rally 
Wednesday to celebrate its widely 
criticized rocket launch as it 
sought to bolster the rule of 
supreme leader Kim Jong II. 

The rally came a day before 
the rubber-stamp legislature was 
expected to announce Kim's elec- 
tion to a third term as chairman of 
the powerful National Defense 
Commission amid lingering ques- 
tions about his health and who 
might succeed him. 

Footage obtained by APTN in 
Pyongyang showed a massive 
crowd of neatly dressed people 
packed in the main Kim I] Sung 
square, named after Kim's father, 
North Korea's founder, under a 
banner reading, “We enthusiasti- 
cally congratulate on the success- 


ful launch” of a satellite. 

North Korea claims the rocket 
it launched Sunday carried a satel- 
lite into space. The U.S. and South 
Korea, however, say nothing 
reached orbit and the launch was 
really a test of its long-range mis- 
sile technology. They and Japan 
are leading a campaign in the U.N. 
Security Council to censure the 
North. 
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Hybrid: no 


New schedule allows 
students to come to 
school only two days 


By BRITTANY ANZALONE 
Correspondent 


The road to graduation has now 
become one step quicker for both cur- 
rent and incoming students of 
Northern Essex with the new introduc- 
tion of the Hybrid Block course pro- 
gram on the Haverhill campus. 

' Officially slated to kick off in the 
fall of 2009, this new program offers 
courses that can be completed without 
having to spend much time in an actu- 
al classroom. Much like a Hybrid car 
utilizes both gasoline and battery, this 
new system of hybrid classes are com- 
pleted in two parts. Half of the stu- 
dent’s class time is spent face to face 
with a teacher on campus. while the 
remainder of the course is completed 
online via Blackboard, enabling stu- 
dents to have a more flexible and less 
time consuming class schedule. 

The block portion of the program 
refers to the clustering of four hybrid 
classes taken each semester with the 
option of either the 
Monday/Wednesday or 
Tuesday/Thursday schedule. Even 
though it is two days a week, each 
class is only taken once weekly. The 
four classes are divided up into groups 


HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 


COURSES: BOSTON CAMPUS 


- Scholars Program for high achieving 
seniors. Earn college credits and get 
a taste of undergraduate academics 


- Pre-College Art & Design 
ONLINE COURSES 
STUDY ABROAD: MADRID SPAIN 


where two are completed on one day 
and the remaining two are completed 
the other day. 

Over the course of the two days, 


_ students only have to spend a mini- 


mum of 50 minutes of classroom time 
per course. Rather than physically 
attend class three days a week, the 
hybrid system is the equivalent of one 
of these class days with the other two 
days spent online. Classes are also 
taken in sequence with one following 
the other so a student will not have to 
return to campus later in the day. 

Members of the faculty have been 
brainstorming new ways to attract stu- 
dents both new and returming and feel 
that this new concept will be success- 
ful. : 
“Students are finding it harder to 
come to campus with their busy work 
schedules so this is a new convenient 
way for them to do so,” says Dean of 
Humanities and Social Sciences Sue 
Grolnic. 

In addition to saving both time and 
money on gas, there are also many 
social benefits to signing up for this 
program. Students in hybrid courses 
will have the company of the same 
classmates in all four classes, allowing 
them the opportunity to know each 
other well both on campus and behind 
the computer. Professors will also be 
available for help virtually and are 
heavily involved with the online por- 
tion of the class if students need extra 
assistance. 


f just cars 


_ News 


“It’s an opportunity for students 
who are looking for something differ- 
ent, eager to finish their degree, and be 
on campus for a shorter amount of 
time,” says Assistant Dean of Business 
Chuck Phair. ; 

Currently the structure of courses 
being offered are geared. towards all 
majors and are the general course 
requirements that most incoming 
freshmen take during their first two 
semesters. Depending on time of day 
selected, the basic courses of English, 
Algebra, Computer Applications and 
Sociology comprise the morning 
schedule while English and Algebra 
are offered along with Psychology and 
Business in the evening. 

Depending on how the response is, 
there are plans to expand the curricu- 
lum in such a way that a student can 
complete their entire degree through 
the hybrid system. Even through this 
new program may seem more conven- 
ient, staff members want students to be 
aware that with this new system comes 
more time spent on their own, leaving 
more independence and responsibility 
up to them to complete the assigned 
work on time. 

“Hybrids are not for everyone,” 
says Phair. 

A maximum of 22 students are 
accepted per semester so space is lim- 
ited. Students can currently sign up for 
fall hybrid courses online via Self- 
Service or in the office of Academic 


Advising. 


By CESAR SEGURA 
News Editor 


NECC awards its good students, 
but also awards its excellent 
employees just to show that excel- 
lence is not overseen in our college. 
Rosalie Catalano of Salisbury, Gail 
Gadd of Bradford, and Deborah 
Regan of Hampton Falls, NH, were 
recently awarded the quarterly 
employee recognition award for the 
second quarter of 2009. 

NECC President David Hartleb 
started the Employee Recognition 
Award to recognize the various con- 
tributions of the college’s nearly 
700 employees. Each quarter 
employees are chosen based on 
good references from supervisors 
and co-workers. The chosen 
employees receive a $100 certifi- 
cate to the restaurant or mall of their 
choice. 

Rosalie Catalano, transfer and 
academic adviser, was nominated 
by Grace Dimmick, dean of aca- 
demic advising, transfer, and articu- 
lation, who praised her for working 
tirelessly to learn and expand her 
knowledge-base, particularly 
around the issues involving trans- 
ferring within the state system and 


to private colleges. According to . 


Dimmick, Catalano is a strong 
advocate in moving NECC gradu- 
ates forward. 

Administrative Assistant in 


Academic Advising Gail Gadd was - 


nominated by Lane Glenn, vice 
president of academic affairs, and 


_have 
make a great impact on NECC stu-: 


Allan Hislop, NECC faculty, who 
lauded her outstanding work with 
the academic affairs committee. An 
ll-year employee, Gadd also 
serves as secretary to the academic 
affairs and awards convocation 
committees and a member of the 
academic master plan steering com- 
mittee. : 

Staff Assistant and Access 
Enrollment Counselor 


in the 


“Employes honored 


Learning Accommodations Center 
Deborah Regan was nominated by — 


colleagues Sue Cunningham, Sue 
Martin and Marie McDonnell. 
According to her colleagues, 10- 
year NECC employee Regan is an 
outstanding employee whose work 
is always of the highest quality. Her 
excellent interpersonal skills, out- 
standing communication skills and 
easy-going manner make her a very 
valuable member of the team. In 
recent years, Regan has helped a 
growing number of students through 
the Learning: Accommodations 
Center eligibility process. The “fel- 
low feeling” she is able to establish 
with students and the positive 


impressions she makes on parents, — 


college’s staff and outside agencies — 


can be associated directly to stu- 
dents making a decision in favor of 
coming to NECC. 

These three staff members, as 
well as other staff members who 
been awarded in the past, 


dents, as well as other employees. 
Their hard work and commitment 
are recognized by the college and 
applauded by their colleagues. 


This summer, 
experience Suffolk, 
explore Boston, 

find yourself. — 


SUMMER SESSION I: 
Day: May 18 - June 26 
Evening: May 18 - July 3 


ART & DESIGN SUMMER SESSION: 


dune 8 - August 13 


SUMMER SESSION II: 
Day: July 7 - August 14 - 
Evening: July 7 - August 21 


Experience Suffolk University and all that =| 
summer in Boston has to offer... or expand’ 
your horizons online or with an exciting — 


study abroad opportunity. 


www.suffolk.edu/summer 


UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 


COURSES: BOSTON CAMPUS 


~ Select course offerings through 
the Sawyer Business School and 
the College of Arts & Sciences 


ONLINE COURSES 
STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS 
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GRADUATE STUDENTS 


COURSES: BOSTON CAMPUS 

- Select course offerings through 
the Sawyer Business School and 
the College of Arts & Sciences 

~ Pre-Graduate Programs in 
Interior Design & Graphic Design 


ONLINE COURSES 


INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 


COURSES: BOSTON CAMPUS 
~ Intensive English language classes 


~ Select credit-bearing courses in 
the Sawyer Business School and 
the College of Arts and Sciences 


STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS 


The more you think, the more you'll think Suffolk. 


America i ‘show its tattoos 


Tattoos were once 
taboo but they are 


now a common item 


By ASHLEY BRUDNICK 
Correspondent 


What started out as a “deviant” 

act in classical, American society, has 
become the modern craze. It is hard 
to imagine that at one point people 
paid to see the famous “tattooed 
lady” or “tattooed boy,” as circus 
freak attractions. Whether you like 
tattoos or not, they have come a long 
way in the past 10 years and the pop- 
ularity and visibility of them seems 
to increase as time goes by. 
Tattoos can represent many 
things. People use tattoos as a form 
of creative expression, a means of 
remembrance, self declaration, an 
example of uniqueness, and in some 
cases, just for the mere “‘fun of it.” 

Anyone can tell you a story of 
someone regretting a tattoo, or a per- 
son not getting a job because of one. 
The fact is that more people have tat- 
toos than you may think. The 
National Geographic News stated 
that in April of 2000, 15 percent of 
Americans were tattooed (That 
means 40 million Americans were 
running around with at least one tat- 
too nine years ago). After such popu- 
lar shows as Miami Ink and L.A. Ink 
that reported millions-of viewers, tat- 
toos became even more accepted and 
given that “cool” and “artsy” conno- 
tation as opposed to the. typical 
“scary” and “rebellious” feeling in 
America’s eyes. 


The number of people getting tat- 
toos removed is also slimmer than 
most people think. In 2005, The 
American Society of Dermatological 
Surgery reported that out of all the 
laser treatments and light therapy 
they performed, only 6 percent of 
them were tattoo related. (I guess not 
that many people regret there tattoos 
after all). 

Unfortunately, as much as tattoos 
have grown into a more common and 
socially acceptable action, they still 
can affect you in the job force. Most 
companies still stick to traditional 
dress codes where there is no visible 
tattoos or piercings (besides the ears 
of course). This leaves many tattooed 
people struggling to find ways to 
cover up their artwork. 

I personally am covered in tat- 
toos and have been getting tattooed 
since I was 15-years-old. A lot of 
people ask me the following ques- 
tions about being tattooed, which, 
I’m sure a lot of you tattooed people 
out there can relate to hearing: 
“Don’t you regret that?,” “Did that 
hurt?,” “Don’t you want to get mar- 
ried someday?,” or my favorite “How 
do you plan to make a career being 
covered in tattoos?” 

These questions go in and out of 
my head every day. It seems that no 


‘matter what response I give, the 


answer just never justifies what I did 
to my body in some peoples eyes. 
Yes, some days I do regret my tat- 
toos, but the days that I love them 
outweigh the days of regret. For me, 
my tattoos all represent a part of my 


life. My body is like a map of me and 
every inch of ink on it shows a path I 
took or a memory I don’t want to for- 
get. I don’t need to explain my tat- 
toos to people, and I’m not fond of 


doing so. My tattoos mean something” 


to me, not to a stranger asking why I 
got “Hope” tattooed across my chest, 
or why would I get guns tattooed on 
my stomach if I plan on having kids 
one day? 

I know a lot of people, just like 
me, that are covered in tattoos. They 
all have jobs, apartments, and a lot of 
them even have husbands and wives 
and, yes, kids. Tattooed people do the 
same things non-tattooed people do. 
We eat, sleep and get dressed just like 
they do in the morning (Except we 
can dress in colors that match our 
body art). 

You don’t have to be covered in 
tattoos to understand what I’m say- 
ing, or where I’m coming from. I 
respect every little tattoo to large 
piece of art there is. People chose to 
put something on them permanently 
for a reason. I always find myself 
looking at other people’s tattoos, or 
swapping information on what artists 
to go to and which ones to avoid. It’s 
almost like if you have a tattoo, you 
are part of a tattooed family or com- 
munity that just simply understands. 

I don’t get offended anymore 
when people stare at me, and a lot of 
people with tattoos need to under- 
stand that sometimes people are just 
staring at you cause they are trying to 
see what you have, they aren’t 


MCT campus photo 


Further proof of tattoo culture becoming more main- 


stream as time goes on. 


always judging you. I always try to 
smile back when I notice someone is 
staring, it kind of diminishes the 
whole conception that tattooed peo- 
ple are “bad” or “angry” individuals. 

I have a lot of friends that don’t 
have tattoos, and I have a lot of 
friends that do. I feel like even since 
I was 15 that society as a whole has 
become more used to tattoos, or at 
least what people used to say made 
me a “freak” now is commented on 
as being “cool” or even “beautiful.” I 


have had a lot of cases where random 
strangers have stopped me just to say 
they think my tattoos are “pretty” and 
they want a better look at them. 

I strongly believe that society 
will fully accept tattoos one day as a 
regular means of expression. Until 
then, appreciate the visual perma- 
nence people have put on them, and 
try and understand that it’s more than 
just ink on their skin; it’s art, it’s a 
memory, and above all, it’s more than 
just a tattoo. 


Join a community that fosters 


change—for yourself and the world. 


“Lesley University is committed to making education transformative, accessible, and affordable. Our new offer 
of an $8,000 guaranteed annual scholarship to Northern Essex Community College graduates who choose 
to continue their studies at Lesley College or The Art Institute of Boston opens up our vibrant community 
‘to you. Lesley University is committed to educating socially conscious leaders in education, human services, 

‘the arts, and environmentalism. 


Take the next step with Lesley and join us in waking up the world! 


LESLEY Let's wake up the world” Lesley College + The Art Institute e of | Boston 


www.lesley.edu/info/nessex 
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John Zamipirelli and the love of film 


NECC is fortunate to 
have Zamparelli 


helming film classes 


By BRITTANY SAAB 
Correspondent 


On the first 
day of Mr. John 
Zamparelli’s 
_ Introduction to 
American 
Cinema class, 
-’ Mr. Zamparelli 
enters his large 
theater-like 

aes classroom and 
tells his students that “if they think 
_ this is an easy class filled with fun 
movies and popcorn then they 
should leave.” 

As a student in his class I can 
tell you that he is 
right on with his 
warning. However, 
that introduction to 
his class is rightly 
expressed because 
Zamparelli makes the 
magic of the movies 
literally jump to life. 
And in order to make 
someone truly under- 
stand and appreciate 
the beauty and knowledge of film 
you must work hard. You need a 
professor to make you work hard 
and teach you step by step every- 
thing there is to know about films, 
and there is no better professor to do 
that than Mr. John Zamparelli. 

Though the class is indeed 
intense and tough there are many 
students praising him. Al Crepeau is 


Fighting 
This NECC alumnus’ 


hard work turned a 


passion into reality 


By MICHAEL ANDERSON 
Correspondent 


Walking into Chang’s Tae Kwon 
Do, you can feel a sense of accom- 
plishment. Everywhere you look, you 
see trophies, some students. walking 
around with a sense of pride. These 
people have goals and seem to be 
very confident. 

As I sat down to talk with 
Catherine Chang, I noticed that the 
Tae Kwon Do uniform she wears is a 
symbol of how far she has come. 

“Tae Kwon Do helped shape me, 
and it gave me the focus and disci- 
pline that I had lacked in life,” she 
said. 

She also said that despite working 
in such a rewarding environment, 
things were not that easy. When she 
was younger, she wasn’t as focused 
or goal-oriented as she is now. Heck, 
starting a business was the Jast thing 
on her mind. 

“For a while I didn’t have direc- 
tion and I wasn’t learning anything in 
high school, so I decided to drop out.” 

Time passed and Catherine’s 
mindset began to change. She ended 
up achieving her first goal which was 
earning her GED at Northern Essex 
Community College. During her time 


a returning student here at NECC. 
He works for Silver Screen 
Productions in L.A. and wanted to 
take local film classes to learn more 
about the movie—making process. 
Crepeau says “This is the most 
intensity filled class I’ve ever 
taken... thought I would have to go 
to L.A. for this kind of education.... 
John is so dynamic... It is great to 
see someone as excited as me.” 
Growing up in Medford and son 
of a famous attorney, Zamparelli 
headed to Tufts to follow in his 
father’s footsteps. However there 
was something different about 
Zamparelli. Zamparelli had “the 
voice.” You know the booming pas- 
sionate voice literally pushing you 


‘to your life’s passionate calling. His 


calling was movie making. 
Zamparelli wasted no time after 

his fire for film light. He transfered 

at the end of his junior year from 


PN Ea he 


Growing up in Medford and son of a 
famous attorney, Zaparelli headed to 
Tufts to follow in his father’s footsteps. 


Tufts to New York University Film 
School. After graduating in 1979, 
Zamparelli served in the U.S. Navy 
as an officer for four years. 

Then John headed to the home 
of movie making where he worked 
for more than 13 years as a screen- 
writer in the Los Angeles area. 
Zamparelli was a persistent hard 
worker. As passionate and deter- 


mined as he was, conquering the 
cutthroat business of Hollywood 
proved to be quite a _ task. 
Zamparelli kept pushing on from 
working as a security guard for 
playboy mansion to selling treat- 
ments to various film companies to 


taking endless amounts of film - 


classes at UCLA. He did sell three 
options for his treatment “Split 
Images” to ITC Productions (1989- 
1992). He also collaborated on the 
screenplay “Multiple” with 
Producers One at Warner Brothers 
Studios (1990) and won a cash prize 
and Fifth Place for his screenplay 
“Skel” in the UCLA Diane Thomas 
Screenwriting Awards Competition 


(1991). 
After “12 years “ins LA. 
Zamparelli deemed his career 


unsuccessful and decided to switch 
life up a bit. Zamparelli was disap- 
pointed and at a low point in his 
life, but soon his 
attitude would turn 
around. He moved 
to Bangkok, 
Thailand, where he 
was an English 
instructor at 
Rajabhat (the best 
community college 
in Thailand). This 
is where 
Zamparelli was 
introduced to the practices of 
Buddhism. He began to learn how 
fulfilling life was. Zamparelli also 
mastered the art of grammar and the 
English language. Zamparelli attrib- 
uted his experience in Thailand as a 
“blessing in disguise.” 7 

Zamparelli, with a new love for 
life, new knowledge of English 
grammar, and the same ever-burn- 


for her dream 


at NECC, she was also a single parent 
and despite having kids, many people 
encouraged her to express herself and 
find an interest that would help her 
succeed. This is where she fell in love 
with her new passion: Tae Kwon Do. 

“While I was taking up nursing at 
NECC, both of my kids were taking 
Tae Kwon Do classes and I was just 
fascinated with the relationship they 
had with their instructor, so I signed 
up and began training with my kids 
and I just fell in love with the train- 
ing.” 

As this new passion began to take 
shape, Catherine saw the major health 
benefits and possibilities that Tae 
Kwon Do had in changing people’s 
lives and health. This passion and 
dedication also fueled her to train 
with Grand Master Kim in Lawrence 
for 11 years. Here she worked as an 
instructor and learned the business 
while also working as a nurse, and 
Taising two small kids. This was a 
tough assignment, but Catherine 
wanted to set a good example for 
them. 

“Never give up on your dreams. 
Do everything for your kids and they 
will follow your actions and exam- 
ples,” said Chang. 

After working with Kim for so 
many years, she, along with her hus- 
band Young Soo Chang, decided to 
start a Tae Kwon Do school of their 
own. The school actually began in a 
church basement and as the amount 
of her students grew, she opened up a 


school in Bradford, and later in 
Methuen. 

“Today, we have about 200 stu- 
dents to go along with four master 
black belt instructors and some assis- 
tant black belt instructors.” 

Despite having all those students, 
Catherine has managed to earn a 4th 
degree black belt, and has also won 
many Tae Kwon Do competitions in 
Massachusetts. 

As I listened to her talk enthusias- 
tically about this type of martial arts, 
I was fascinated by the health benefits 
that Tae Kwon Do has for many peo- 
ple. She says that all the movements 
help people physically by keeping 
them in shape, and it helps mentally 
by teaching them to have a positive 
attitude, and more self confidence. 

Plus, Tae Kwon Do helps kids, 
even adults, stay out of trouble. In 
fact, Catherine’s school has an after 
school program which is aimed at 
lower income families. This program 
actually has people pick kids up at 
school and take them to Chang’s Tae 
Kwon Do, where instructors will help 
them with their homework along with 
any social and emotional problems 
they might have. 

Near the end of the conversation, 
Catherine said that people must also 
be willing to take risks, and if they 
can’t do something, then they should 
go and find someone who can. People 
should also learn as much as they can 
and focus on their strengths. 


photo by Brittany Saab 


John Zamparelli has lived a life worthy of a screen- 


play. 
ing passion for film truly became an 
unstoppable human being. 


Zamparelli fully dedicated himself 
to spreading his wealth of knowl- 
edge and love to students in New 
England. He returned to the Boston 
area earning a degree at Emerson 
and teaching at various community 
colleges. He also began to continue 
writing his novel, “The Betty Page 
Fan Club.” 

A few years later, by a true mir- 
acle, Northern Essex obtained 
Zaniparelli. Last fall he first came 
to Northern Essex as an English 
professor. However the opportunity 


arose that the current film teacher 
was retiring and the school was . 
looking for someone to take her 
place. 

The clear choice was Zamparelli 
who says “I teach the classes here at 
NECC the same way I would teach 
them at UCLA.” 

So are you ready to be touched 
by the life of John Zamparelli? 

Dive into the magic of the . 
movies which have such great 
impact on culture and life by sign- 
ing up for a once in a lifetime film 
class offered here only at Northern 
Essex Community College. 


Is organic better? 


Research indicates 


organic food not as 
healthy as billed - 


By SAM SAWYER 
Correspondent 


Organic 
food has 
become a big 
movement 
over the last 


decade. In 
almost any 
supermarket 


nowadays, you 
can find count- 
less organic 
produots, and almost always at a 
higher price than its non-organic 
counterpart. But are there really any 
health or environmental benefits to 
buying and eating organic? 

Growing organically is usually 
worse for the environment for a num- 
ber of reasons. Organic growing 
tends to require more land to be used 
to grow less food. With the demand 
for organic food rising, more land has 
to be cleared to farm less crop. 


While the organic food industry is 


surely growing, it is still nowhere 
near as big as non-organic farming, 
so most organic food has to travel 
further to get to most supermarkets, 
using up more fuel in the process. 
Many people eat organic because 
they think it’s healthier and safer, but 
this is simply not the case. The 
French Food Safety Agency conclud- 
ed in a 128 page review that organic 


food has no nutritional or safety 
advantage over normal food. A report 
by The Swedish National Food 
Administration also found there were 
no nutritional benefits to eating 
organic. ~ 
Organic food is bound to go to 
waste far more than normal food, ~ 
because with few or no preservatives, | 
it will spoil quickly if it’s not pur- 


‘chased soon after it hits the shelf. 


People often buy organic because 
they think the pesticides in normal 
foods are dangerous. But the amount 
of pesticides on those foods is negli- 
gible, and to ensure there is not an 
unsafe amount, the levels are tested 
by independent scientific experts. 
The rare cases where something goes’ 
wrong are huge newsmakers, and 
give many people a false impression 
that this is common occurrence and a 
serious threat to their health. 

If people can find organic food 
from a local farm, buying there is a 
great way to reduce oil consumption, 
and is without a doubt better for the 
environment than buying those same 
items at a Supermarket, where the ~ 
food may have had to travel hundreds 
or even thousands of miles. 

Buying mass produced organic 
food at a supermarket takes up more 
land, often uses more fossil fuels to 
reach your dinner table, costs signifi- 


‘cantly more than riormal foods, and 


has no health benefits. If people can 
buy local, they should jump at that 
opportunity, but buying organic in the 


_ store isn’t doing anybody any good. 


By CRISTINA NAPOLI 
& Entertainment Editor 


Whodunit? 
That’s the question that audience 
members need to figure out in “Shear 
Miciness”, a play set and performed 
' ‘modern day Boston on 155 
erect Street. Audience members 
| t with the actors, interrogating 
and questioning the suspects as they 
mpt to figure out just who mur- 
‘dered Isabelle, the “day older than 
“dirt” landlady that lives above the 
Shear Madness Unisex Hair Styling 

on. 

| The play, performed at the 
Charles Playhouse in Boston, is per- 
ormed on the bottom floor on a cozy 
e stage surrounded by seating on 
e sides and a bar in the back. 


‘Bach character in the long-run- 
ing play is a laugh and a half to 
ich. From Tony (Patrick Shea), the 
eotypical gay man with his bright 
(pink shirt, stylish Converses, and his 
never ending innuendo to the lovable 
‘yet kooky Mrs. Shubert (Mary Klug) 
whose character was similar to 
“Golden Girls” Sophia Petrillo, 


4 “Tony was my favorite charac- 
| ter,” said Chris Gigliotti, a Secondary 
‘Education major at NECC, “He was 
‘the most entertaining to watch, and 
his interaction with the audience 
‘members are among the most memo- 
/rable scenes in my mind.” 


| 


Ugg, Eno 


By Brirtany CALDWELL | 
_ Correspondent 


Flip Flops are essential from the 
‘first warm day in late winter until the 
| “first snowfall of the next winter. And 
as soon as the first snowfall, women 
“all ¢ over the country, well in snowy 

regions, are sure to be seen with the 
_ever-so popular Ugg boot: 
These boots are called “Uggs” 
from the ugly look of them. I bet you 
| @do'r know, 


" Snugg compa- 
‘ny and quickly copyrighted so that 
he REAL uggs could no longer call 
themselves Ugg Australia. The Ugg 
Australia boots in a America today 
are actually made in China. 
So what is it with all the craze 
over the Ugg boot? It’s no doubt that 
they are an adorable fashion state- 
ent in the winter. Or that they are 
tremely warm and comfortable. 
But they go great with skinny jeans, 
leggings and even snow pants. 
Although they have been around 
for nearly thirty years, the Ugg boot 
Started to get really popular in 2003 
| when Hollywood stars would wear 
‘these fur lined boots with mini-skirts. 
| When everyday people began to see 
| A-List celebrities wearing these 
| boots, the demand for the boot 
| became greater and the high price of 
‘the boot went from $200 to some 


; \they were getting so popular, more 
Styles were then invented. 


Courtesy of travel.webshots.com 


Arts and Entertainment 


The actors’ interactions with the 
audience were a fresh change from 
other plays where the audience does 
nothing but sit and watch for two 
hours. Actors were given the chal- 
lenge of staying in character and 
always having an answer ready for 
whenever an audience member 
would ask a question. 

“Audience interaction, especially 
in the case of the ending, sets this 
play apart from both anything I’ve 
seen or been a part of,” Gigliotti said 
and adds, “I liked the slapstick com- 
edy, which blended a script that had 
been written decades ago and current 
events, which was a great contrast to 
the fact that it was a murder ystery.” 

The play keeps with the 
times, a nice alternative to many oth- 
ers where audience members are left 
scratching their heads because the 
joke that has their parents in tears has 
gone completely over their heads. In 
the “2 or 3” times that Gigliotti 
reports seeing, he remembers jokes 
appropriate to what was happening 
then. 

“Current events were huge. In 
my experience, they’ve used every- 
thing from the Sox, to Lindsey 
Lohan, to “Don’t taze me, bro” as a 
sign they keep with the times,” he 
said. 

“°Shear Madness’ was born in 
Lake George, N.Y., in the smallest 
professional dinner theater in the 
United States, The comedy is now 
the first, second, and third longest- 
running non-musical play in the his- 
tory of the American theater. The 
record was set by our Boston compa- 


ugh! 


Today there are the Classic Mini 
Uggs (ankle cut), Classic Short Uggs 
: (mid-calf), and the Classic Tall (just 
below the knee). Ugg also makes rain 
boots, buttoned and zippered boots, 
hand bags, outerwear and sandals, 


1 


such as flip flops. 
Wait a minute... Ugg makes Flip 
Flops now?! 


What happened to the two-for-$5 flip 
flops at Old Navy? $80 Ugg flip flops 
seems insane! Why bother spending 
so much on basically a “one summer” 
shoe? 


Sea Re rego) 
Flops just 
_aren’t what 
they used to 
be,” says 
PEem ie ley 

McGovern, 


sales associ- 
ate at French 
DES SO His 
“There are 
two shoe sea- 
sons: Uggs 
and Flops...no one wears sneakers 
anymore.” 

And while many girls can surely 
agree with McGovern, are they nuts 
to spend so much money on a tiny 
piece of shoe, when you can get the 
same thing for $2.50? 

“T’ll never wear Uggs,” says 
NECC student CJ Jean, “they live up 
to their name, they are so ‘UGG’ ly!” 
Jean says that she wears adidas flip 
flops with socks until there is slush 
on the ground. 

With hopefully the last snow hav- 
ing already fell, it is time to bring out 
whatever flip flop you have. Whether 
it be a personal favorite of the old 
navy every colored flip slop, Roxy 
flops, or even $80 Ugg flip flops, it is 


time for the Ugg boot to be put away © 


in your winter storage bin until the 
first snowfall of Winter 2009-2010 
and to let your feet say “Hello” to 
Summer of 2009. 


Cast members of 


Playhouse in Boston. 


ny in November 1987, with 3,225 
consecutive performances. Chicago 
ranks second in long-run records as 
of June 1990, and our Washington 
D.C. production ranks third as of 
October 1995,” the Playbill given at 
each performance tells. 

The Playbill also tells that “Shear 
Madness” has even been adapted for 
countries such as Spain, Italy, Brazil, 
Israel, Hungary, Chile, geese and 
South Africa. 


‘Shear Madness,’ 


. 


For all the laughs and giggles, it’s 
completely worth the $42 ticket price 
and made better by the fact that the 
college student rush offers a cover 
charge of $20 to students who bring 
their I.Ds. AAA card holders can also 
get a 25 percent discount, reducing 
their ticket price to $31.50. 

Now, who doesn’t love saving a 
bit of money? Especially in this 
economy. 

“I loved it! It has to be one of the 
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xtra! Extra! Murder at the Shear Madness Salon! 


being performed at the Charles 


funniest shows I’ve ever seen, and I 
would gladly see it again,” Gigliotti 
said, “I would absolutely see this 
again, without hesitation—lack of 
money for tickets aside. I would rec- 
ommend this show to everyone and 
their dog—if they let dogs in.” 

For more information about 
“Shear Madness”, visit the website at 
https://www.shearmadness.com/bost 


.on.php. 


NECC courtesy photo — 


_ NECC Still Point Dancers, left to right, Victoria West, Amanda Garvey, and 
_ Abby cae a a jazz piece, “After We Orbit. » 


- With a jazz piece set to music by 2 an alternative British rock band and a student cho- 


a ‘reographed piece performed to Pink Floyd, Northern Essex Community College’s Still 
- Point Dancers will present its 35th annual dance performance in the sport and fitness 

_ center on the Haverhill campus at 8 p.m. on Friday, April 24, and Saturday, April 25. 
“After We Orbit,” a piece choreographed by Northern Essex dance program coordina- 
_ tor Michelle Deane and performed by the Northern Essex jazz class, is set to the music 
of the alternative rock band Radiohead. This is a high-energy, jazz piece performed with 
the use of three, large body balls. The piece represents how stings in life come full-cir- 
cle and where you end is sometimes where you began. 
“Instinct”, a choreographed piece by NECC student Melissa Brown, which was per- 
_ formed at the University of Maine, Orono, this past February, where it was well received, 
will be set to the music of Pink Floyd. Six Northern Essex dance students perform this 
" piece which represents the animal instincts in each of us. 
This event is open to the public. Tickets are $7 for adults, $5 for students, and $3 for 


children under 12. 
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Art Show 


The Student Art Show will 
run in the Bentley Library from 
Sat. Apr. 18 through May 18. 


Dance performance 


The Performing Arts 
Department will put on their 35th 
Anniversary annual dance per- 
formance of “Stillpoint XXXV” 
to be held on Apr. 24 and 25 at 
8:00 P.M. in the Sports & Fitness 
Center. 


Jazz/Rock concert 


There will be a Jazz/Rock 
concert performed by instru- 
mental music students on Apr. 
238: at 7/2008 P:Meaewinesthe 
Technology Center. 


Poetry reading 


The Peace Poetry Reading 
and reception will be held on 
May | at 6:00 P.M. in TC103. 


Children’s theater 


There will be a performance 
of “Winnie the Pooh” by A.A. 
Milne by the Children's Theater 
class on May | and 2. 


One-Act plays 


There will be 8 student 
directed one-act plays per- 
formed on May | and 2 at 7:30 . 
P.M. in the Top Notch Theater. 


Chorus concert 


The annual Spring Choral 
Concert will be held on 
Monday, May 2 at 2:00 P.M. in 
the Technology Center 


Parnassus release 


The “Parnassus” Release 
Part will be held on Mon., May 
4 at 7:00 P.M. in TC103. 


Keeping the beat: 


NECC jazz ensemble 


By MADELYN KIDDER 
Correspondent 


It was a cold and windy night. 
You could see the American and 
Northern Essex flags waiving out- 
side. While walking up the stairs, in 
the distance, you can hear bongos, 
drums, piano and the tuning of gui- 
tars. In room 220 of the Technology 
Center the Jazz Ensemble practice in 
a classroom—not your average prac- 
tice room. 

Amps, wires and a piano are in 
the back of the room. The students 
are all fiddling to get their guitars 
tuned, music out and set everything 
up for practice. Why were they ask- 
ing for duct tape? 

Most of the students are male 
except one female, Bonnie Surowiec, 
who is a vocalist in the ensemble. 
Tim Davis, who has quite the south- 
ern accent, is also a vocalist and plays 
acoustic guitar. 

“Where is the dude with the 
hair?” a voice in the distance asked. 
Not everyone showed up for practice. 

The students were all set for prac- 
tice when Professor Lecuyer walks in 
and says “Let’s start with all blues.” 

“T forgot how to play everything 
by the way”, said Eric Girebaldi jok- 
ing, playing lead guitar sporting a 
rainbow-strap on it. 

“But we need the dude with the 
hair” someone in the classroom said 
again. 


“Remember to breath musically, 
great blues players use a lot of space” 
said Professor Lecuyer. 

The drummer, John Cohle, an 
ambitious-looking shaved-headed 
man with glasses was waiting for 
everyone to start. 

_ The music students started to 
play looking very intense and into 
their work. The song sounded some- 
what like Santana or Mexican music. 

“T don’t like this song” Girebaldi 
said. 

“Where does it say in the syllabus 
about liking the song?” Professor 
Lecuyer said. 

Practicing music is very monoto- 
nous, having to start and stop and do 
over and over, and changing the 
cords....you would need to have a lot 
of patience. After approximately 10- 
20 starts and stops, the song finally 
flowed smoothly. 

“Next song, My Funny Valentine. 
Check the microphones” Professor 
Lacuyer told his students. 

Most of the tenors started singing 
a duet with Surowiec leading the 
duet. This song was very melodic. 
“Ahh do ee ahh,” Surowiec sang in a 
clear loud voice. 

It’s quite the experience watching 
a Jazz Ensemble practice. The Jazz 
Ensemble is going to have a concert 
on April 28 in the C building Lecture 
Hall for any jazz-lover to enjoy. 

Let’s hope the “dude with the 
hair” shows up! 


Chamber music 
group to perform 


at NECC 


The Essex Chamber Music Players (ECMP), in 


Success 


Ferris Wheel’s ‘Goody 
Twos’ EP is a revelation 


By NIcK Ross! 
Correspondent 


There is a band from my town of 
North Andover called Ferris Wheel. I 
know the kids in it and was lucky 
enough to get a freshly copied and 
packaged copy of the band’s recently 
rereleased first EP, “Goody Twos.” 
The home sewn case sprayed with 
fluorescent letters bearing the band’s 
title next to a sealing button and a 
string foreshadowed the sound of 
Ferris Wheel. Once I listened to the 


caught my ear because of its use of. 
vocal harmonies, which created the 
foundation for a simple, acoustic, 
precocious springtime song. Once 
again, something you can’t find in 
local talent these days. A pot and pan 
drum beat carried through another 
standout track, “Paper Cranes,” in 
which the listener feels they are on a 
sunny beach wearing a straw hat and 
drinking beers. 

‘With the addition of Bolduc’s. 
vocals, crooning lyrics that paint pic- 
tures you’d see in a bright pop-up 


Once I listened to the EP, I realized that 


the band’s sound is just as intricate and 
crafty as their EP’s presentation. 


EP, I realized that the band’s sound is 
just as intricate and crafty as their 
EP’s presentation. 

Ferris Wheel is like a musical 
craft project composed of blue con- 
struction paper guitars and glittery 
hand claps over peppy drumbeats. 
Add some cello, trumpet, violin and 
piano; you have .a project embel- 
lished with musical sophistication 
that is rarely found in young local tal- 
ent these days. 

The standout track “Lay Down” 
on “Goody Twos” immediately 


book, all atop his skilled guitar play-. 
ing, Ferris Wheel delivers classy 
indie-pop from talented musicians 
who write and produce everything 
they play. 

’ Ferris Wheel is one local band 
that’s actually legit and not preten- 
tious, and in the case of “Goody 
Twos” the music speaks for itself. 
“Goody Twos” is out now or you can 
check it out at 
www.myspace.com/ferriswheel- 
songs.For fans of: Deathcab For 
Cutie, Rilo Kiley, and The Shins. 


residence at Northern Essex Community College, 
will perform, as part of the NECC Series, three 
world premieres including a new "Local Cultural 
History through Music" piece as well as the music 


of J.S. Bach. The concert will be held at Northern 


Essex Community College's Technology Center on 
the Haverhill campus, 100 Elliott St, on Sunday, 
April 26, at 2:30 p.m. 

The program includes a local cultural history 
piece "Contemplations" for soprano, flute, cello, 
and piano by David Bennett Thomas on the poetry 
of the first American published poet Anne 
Bradstreet (1612-1672) of Andover. The other pre- 
mieres are "Songs of Summer" for soprano and flute 
by Elaine Erickson and "Rave Reflections" for flute, 
cello, and piano by Michael G. Finegold. The audi- 
ence will also hear "Suite No. 3" for solo cello by 
Bach. 

Performers are soprano Charlotte Russell, flutist 
and ECMP artistic director Finegold, cellist 
Emmanuel Feldman, and pianist David Pihl. 
Composers Thomas, Erickson, and Finegold will 
discuss their works. 

Finegold says "We are excited about our first 
work on the great poetry of Anne Bradstreet. She is 
not only the first American woman to be published, 
but she is also considered by many to be the first 
American poet of either gender. In her many poems, 
one finds expressions of her faith, her struggles as a 
Puritan woman, the hardships of colonial life, and 
her battle with illness. David Bennett Thomas has 
composed a beautiful work I believe all will enjoy. 
Elaine Erickson's work is one ve dramatic emotion 
and a delight to hear. " 

The movements of the 6-minute work are titled: 
"Dawn", "The Carousel", and "Summer's End". 
ECMP recorded these works last summer for a soon 
to be released CD. The program will be rounded off 
with the music treasure of J. S. Bach. 

Tickets for general admission are $10 and $5 for 
students. NECC students with a college ID are 
admitted free. 


Meet Jennifer.. 2 


a "AS a a transfer Hiden from HCC, ay | ath College 


; www.baypathedu 


JENNIFER LOGLISCI 


Forensic Psychology 
Bay Path College 
Holyoke Community College ‘07 


You Matter At Bay Path! 
nici Path has small Casaes professors whe know you oy name, 


a year). WANT TO KNOW MORE? Cail our admissions caonceier a 
413. Ge 1331 or e-mail her at Gi atic ecole edu ores oie 


Bay Path College pais 
588 Longmeadow Street, 
Longmeadow, MA 01106 


NECC Observer April15,2009 Page 13 


Waee 


Ks 


K. ay. Davip MaLK 


our attention to WONDERMARK 


sateen hones erm. sp mith ein ei ene tte noe ms 


©08 Hale! 


WONDERMARK wv 


i! 


eran Ait: HN ae snk pOMY — cetera macticetin 


COM } 


restates 


Profile ed Friends v Networks Y_ Inbox v 


facebook 


Requests 


Search : 

a ais TEE NORA ee ee a & 81 requests to go away 

[@ \ Some Douche sent an intrusion using Marketing: & 34 empty eake i a Si 

A lic . - W ’ li ’ n nou h . I vonnanivowennevvsnivontbbtses sedaeloesecloeDhasiesdbeessteenlesteieetlcctecrtascaiser 
pplications edit e don’t believe you’ve seen enough commercial messages 103 carbon whatever 


today! We firmly believe that Web content should serve no 
greater purpose than to attract eyeballs that we can cram 
full of ads. And since you’ve already proven you’re dumb 
enough to spend a dollar on an imaginary “gift,” why 
shouldn’t we press our luck? We know that garish, omni- 
present ads eventually drove you away from MySpace, but 
we figure we can still get a good six months’ worth of 


Ez Hare impressions out of you before you get fed up with us too! | | ® ; 264 per 1k impressions 
i 
| 
I 


B Bears Sure, whatever, it’s free 


Calamities of Nature by Tony Piro 


REMEMBER WHEN 2} SURE, WE'D THROW 
WE WERE YOUNGER [€| UP OUR GANG 
AND ALL THE KIDS 
WERE WANNARE 
GANGSTERS? 


> Noise 
*E9, Meat 


g Smug Declarations 
d Places I'll Never Go 


| 
| 
F 
; 
| 


8:30 already aw man 


“e411 some kinda cannon 


"CH 3 french hens 


“ go read a book ) 


SEE, ONE 
HAND 1S THE 
CARTON, AND 
THE OTHER 
1S THE FRIES 

— STICKING uP, 


% 


w FRIES ON DA 
SUEEDELY 
ee ey 


AND THEN 
ASK FOR... 


www.calamitiesofnature.com © 2009 P. 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Burglary 
6 Surgery 

memento 

10 Drama opener 

14 Card game rules 
expert 

15 Crooner Perry 

16 Smutty material 

17 Spelling, e.g. 

18 Preminger 

19 Land map 

20 Cherish 

22 Vehement 
speech 

24 Countertop 
material 

25 Changer 

26 Man of the cloth 

29 Long-eared 
critters 

30 Employ 

31 Everybody’s 
button 

33 Twilled fabric 

37 Dishonest one 

39 Peddles 

41 Word with evil or 
wrong 

42 Appeared 
shocked 

44 Fit for 
Elizabeth II 

46 Part of many 
Dutch names 

47 Blow one’s own 


NOW REPEAT 
AFTER ME... 
FOUL. 


FOUL 


FOUL Fou 
= 


FOUL FSQt 

<g 
FOUL FOUSS) OuL 
FOUL FOUL 


FOUL FOUL 


EES fo El Be el 

BERBERS Coninees 
RR SAS eRe 
EE BEE Beas 
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5 Stress 

6 Tie, e.g. 

7 Sheep shelter 
8 Small quantity? 
9 Enthusiastic-fan 


Solutions 


[""y 4, 


f 


horn 
49 Serpents 


_ 51 Disgust 


54 Terrier of film 

55 Gladdens 

56 Cookie slips 

60 Comedian Sahl 

61 Part of Q.E.D. 

63 Piano piece 

64 Building 
projection 

65 Acapulco parlor 

66 Controls 

67 Deficiency 

68 Barking animal 

69 Mantilla wearers, 
often: abbr. 


DOWN 
1 Item pointed at 
2 Frost 
3 Bronté heroine 
4 Ice cream treats 


10 Notified 

11 Beverages 

12 Switch 

13 Prefix for act or 
change 

21 Parts of arms 

23 Burl 

25 Pregame event 

26 Tooth tissue 

27 Home for over 
half of mankind 

28 Authentic 

29 Slave 

32 Part of a poem 

34 Wander 

35 Equipment 

36 Harbor fliers 

38 Contradicted 

40 Taste 

43 Distribute 

45 Groups of 
puppies 

48 Set a value on 


50 Disgruntled one 

51 Provide with a 
new staff 

52 Unite secretly 

53 Analyze a 
sentence 

54 Adder’s result 


56 “...with boughs 
of holly, __...” 

57 Night in Paris 

58 __ Ferber 

59 Scheduled 
meeting: abbr. 

62 Charlotte __ 
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April 20-26, 2009 


ot ARIES (March 21- 
rec April 20) - Educational 
Aries projects and _ revised 


workplace skills are now 
a top priority. Key officials may this 
week demand improved job per- 
formance or completed assignments. 
Don't hesitate to increase your work- 
load. By early May a new career 
path will be made available: stay 
alert. Thursday through Saturday 
accents complex romantic discus- 
sions and rekindled feelings of 
attraction. Ask potential lovers for 
reliable promises: this is an excellent 


time to move key relationships for- . 


ward. — 
y TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) - Financial and 
Taurus PuSINess Messages may 


be misleading this week. 
Official communications or legal 
agreements will now be derailed by 
rare social politics or workplace con- 
flict. Stay dedicated to short-term 
tasks, however: facts, figures and 
calculations may require careful 
scrutiny. Tuesday through Friday lis- 
ten closely to friends and relatives 
for new romantic information or sur- 
prising admissions. Rare flirtations 
or unexpected invitations may be a 
key theme: remain diplomatic. 


II 


Gemini 


GEMINI -(May 21- 
June 21) Long-term 
romantic commitments 
will now increase. Over 
the next few weeks many Geminis 
will bring added emotional and 


financial security into their lives. 
Renewed family obligations, hous- 
ing agreements or complex social 
promises are all accented. If sO, 
expect fast discussions and bold 
statements of affection. After 
Wednesday ask key officials for spe- 
cial permissions or new assignments. 
At present, your skills are underuti- 
lized: if possible, press for meaning- 
ful change. 


: CANCER (June 22- 
ry July 22) - Key officials 
will this week rely heavi- 
Cancer ie 
ly on your ability to 
resolve interpersonal disputes. 
Minor workplace arguments may 
soon escalate. Remain determined to 
find harmony. In the coming weeks 
your emotional guidance will be 
greatly appreciated on the work 
scene. Wednesday through Friday 
someone close may reveal an unusu- 
al family triangle or home dispute. 
Family history or long forgotten 
romantic alliances may be a key 
issues. Expect complex discussions. 
Je outdated relationships and 
1é0 old romantie memories 
demand clarity. For some Leos, 
especially those born between 1955 
and 1969, a rekindled love affair will 
this week captivate extra time. 
Unproductive patterns now need to 
be resolved. If so, expect dramatic 
confrontations and escalating ten- 


sions over the next six weeks. 
Thursday through Sunday highlights 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) - Home expectations, 


Apply Online. It’s FREE! 
www.annamaria.edu/admissions 


new incomes sources and fast career 
breakthroughs: watch for last minute 
proposals. 


IN 


. Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) - After a brief 
phase of miscommunica- 
tions, loved ones are 
willing to adopt controversial ideas. 
Home expansion and social planning 
are a strong concern this week. After 
Monday thoroughly discuss finan- 
cial commitments. New daily guide- 
lines may soon be needed: stay 
focused. Later this week a past 
romantic partner may reappear. 
Planetary alignments suggest that 
reclaimed love will work to your 
benefit for the next nine weeks. Pace 
yourself and expect sudden rever- 
sals. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
QO 23) - Business relations 


now improve. Some 
Librans will this week be 
asked to take on a complicated proj- 
ect or a new job description. If so, 
expect the coming weeks to bring 
fast workplace changes and new 
financial resources. Before mid-May 
quick decisions may be necessary: 
stay balanced. After Thursday a 
complicated friendships may trigger 
group disapproval or gossip. Key 


Libra 


issues may include family changes - 


or hidden information. Remain 
detached: passions will be high. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
_ Nov. 22) For many 
Scorpios several weeks of 


Scorpto 


~ 


social isolation will now fade. Ask 
loved ones for added consideration 
or concrete decisions. Areas affected 
are housing contracts, family expan- 
sion or emotional agreements in the 
home. Don't be shy. New’ choices 
will work in your favor. Thursday 
through Saturday business associates 
or work partners may expect unreal- 
istic results. Long-term estimates, 
legal documents and financial calcu- 
lations will prove unreliable: avoid 
written promises. 


SAGITTARIUS 
x (Noy.. 23-Dec. 21) = 
ry Workplace negotiations 
Sagutarins ii this week work to 
your advantage. For many 
Sagittarians financial speculation 
will soon be replaced with new con- 
tracts and timed agreement. In the 
coming weeks expect key officials to 
outline fresh business strategies and 
revised daily expectations. New 
tules will be complex but workable. 
Stay focused. After Friday family 
relations will steadily improve: 
expect trusted friends or relatives to 
leave outdated ideas and unproduc- 
tive habits in the past. 


; CAPRICORN (Dec. 
rs 22-Jan. 20) - An old 

friend or lover may this 
ae week trigger intense 
memories. Past relationships will 
now reveal unexpected feelings and 
offer unique life lessons. Discuss all 
observations with loved ones: emo- 
tional suggestions and romantic 
speculation from close friends will 


Check out how BIG your scholarship could be: | 
www.annamaria.edu/admissions/scholarshipcalculator 


At AMG, we're here to help you achieve your goals,reachyour 
dreams and get you where you want to go! Pe 


at College an wali of a lifetime! 


For more information contact: 


admissions@annamaria.edu or call 508.849.3360 


key officials for concrete documents. 
: ; 


‘V 


prove helpful: Later this week study 
financial documents for forgotten 
details or missed payments. Debts or 
neglected duties will now tend to 
escalate: make sure others under- 
stand your limits, ideals and expecta- 
tions. 
AN AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
AWN Feb. 19) - Close col- 
Aquarius leagues may this week 
reveal private informa- 
tion. Marital relations, family. dis- 
putes or living arrangement are all 
highlighted. Listen to all revelations 
but avoid becoming emotionally 
involved. Workplace alliances may 
need extra time to properly develop: 
remain distant. Thursday through 
Saturday accents minor social confu- 
sion and misleading invitations. 
Friends and lovers will be particular- 
ly sensitive to last minute change: 


‘expect fast reversals and sudden out- 


bursts. ; 
PISCES (Feb. 20- 

March 20) - Home discus- 

Pisces sions will now help move 


key relationships forward. 
In the coming weeks some Pisceans 
will gently expand their family or 
social obligations. If so, watch for 
relations with older family members 
to be a prime concern. Remain open 
and wait for agreement. After 
Wednesday a complex business or 
financial proposals will work strong- 
ly in your favor. Areas affected 
include new technologies, public 
relations and communications. Ask 


Connect with your AMC counselor, dedicated to assisting you 
in the process EVERY step of the way! 


We have the majors, sports, and activities that will make your time | . 


BY NICK SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


The only 
_ sound is the 
soulless hum 


of the vending 
| machines 
against the far 
i. wall of the B 
Building cafe- 
teria. Few bio- 
logical entities 
were present, 
occupied in their own universe. 
‘Class work. Blech. The stink of 
education filled the room. This isn't 
the first time I've been in this room. 
‘I've had a few drops here. Money 
for granola bars. The vending 
machines are always hesitant to let 
go of their keep. Penny-pinching 
machines-what next? 

I kept to‘my own corner, mirror- 
‘ing the café's other inhabitants. I 
didn't want to spook them or be seen 
as unusual. The room's ambience 
|was peaceful. It kept me grounded. 
)Still, I was curious. Was it like this 
for anyone else? I had to know. I got 
up from my seat. All noticed my 
movement. My presence cut the air 
like a knife through butter-or some- 
thing. 
* Thad to know. 

The first victim of my inquiry 
was busy scribbling i in a notebook. 
‘Her table covered in books and a 
‘backpack. I introduced myself. 

“TI work for the Observer.” 
Seen official. It puts them at 


NECC student 


recounts trip to ZDay 
in New York City 


By JOSHUA THERRIEN 
Correspondent 


Members 
of the Zeitgeist 
movement con- 
demned _ the 
current eco- 
nomic system 
as a failure and 
. obsolete during 
the “ZDay 
Event”. that took place on Sunday, 
March 15 at the Tribeca Performing 
Arts Center in New York. Roughly 
900 men and women came from all 
over the country for the conference, 
filling the auditorium to capacity. 

The M.C. Stepped up to the podi- 
um from the dark reaches of the back- 
stage and welcomed us. He explained 
what was going to happen on the first 
annual ZDay and. said, “By the way, 


I'm Peter.” The entire audience erupt-_ 


ed in applause. The M.C. was Peter 
Joseph, the architect and narrator for 
the Zeitgeist films and movement, 
which can be viewed at www.zeit- 
geistmovie.com. “It's time that we 
wake up,” he said. 

His presentation consisted of a 
breakdown. of current economics and 
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ease. She told me her name. Andrea 
Cashman, Business Transfer. I took 


a seat across from her, or maybe I © 


already had. It's hard to tell in this 
crazy world. 

Do you spend a lot of time here? 

“Yeah, usually at lunch time.” 
She said. 

Why? WHY? 

“It's usually pretty quiet, conve- 
niently located, and the vending 
machines. Closer than the library.” 

The vending machines, always 
the damn vending machines! I must 
regain composure. I can't show any 
sign of trepidation. 

I asked her a few more ques- 
tions but it was the last one that 
raised my eyebrow. What kept mobs 
of people from taking advantage of 
the cafeteria? 

“T don't think too many people 
know about it.” 

We shook hands and I bid adieu. 
I scoured the room looking for 
truth. A young man faced away 
from me; hunched over a drawing 
pad. Plato said you couldn't trust 
artists. I can't trust anyone. 

Jon Beckford, Graphic Design. I 
glanced at the artwork on the pad. 
He might be working on a project- 
for the government; or worse-a 
class. 

Why do you spend time’ here, 
Mr. Beckford? 

“To get my homework done.” 

Class,. definitely class. Stricter 
deadlines. He told me he enjoyed 
the space, but he didn't know why 
there was a lack of traffic. 

Audible chatter came from the 
far wall near the vending machines. 
Several students sat in close prox- 
imity trading old war stories. I 
pulled out a chair and sat down. I 
sized them up, making sure I wasn't 
sitting down with trouble. = was 


its. dependency on “cyclical consump- 
tion.” Peter went on to say that our 
economy is in a downfall and the 
biggest economic contraction in histo- 
ry could be on its way: a contraction 
that could topple the country. He did 
offer us hope for the future, though. 
“THumans] have the means to trans- 
form our environment into something 
exceedingly more balanced, organ- 
ized, humane, productive and, most 
importantly, sustainable,” he said. 
Again the now filled auditorium 
echoed with applause. 

Throughout his ‘ presentation, 
Peter gave us examples of economic 
and environmental waste and showed. 
us ideas of how current technology 
could bring about a better system 
“through the application of the scien- 
tific method for social concern.” He 
proposed that machines could be built 
in order to free humans from the mun- 
dane jobs that weigh them down and 
keep them from achieving their full 
potential. He advocated renewable 
energies, saying that the planet has 
enough resources to support everyone. 

Peter showed us a vision of a 
world united. “The Zeitgeist move- 
ment,” he said, “is not a political 
movement. It does not recognize divi- 
sionary notions such as nations, gov- 
ernments, races, religions, creeds or 
class. We see the world as one organ- 
ism with the human species as one 
family.” The audience cheered wildly 
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The B Building cafeteria ngs become the new Wild West except gun fights have 
been replaced with study groups. 


about to grab one by the collar, 
make them talk but Meghan Ross 
spoke up. She must have sensed my 
anxiety. 

“T'm General Studies.” 

A little bit of everything, she's 
gotta know something. She's lithe in 
her responses. She tells me the 
microwave is her main draw. She 
starves like all college students do. 
She eats ramen. The microwave 
provides. It's simple, maybe too 
much so. 

She tells me that people’ don't 
frequent the ae due to lousy 


after he said this. 
Peter concluded his presentation 


and he called Jacques Fresco and 


Roxanne Meadows up to the stage to 
join him and answer questions. 
Jacques is the designer of many of the 
ideas that Peter had just finished 
describing in his presentation. 
Jacques, now 93, has been working on 
his designs for better homes, cars and 
technology for most of his life. He and 
Roxanne have worked on The Venus 
Project together for many years. Many 
of his designs are illustrated and 
described on 
www.thevenusproject.com. When 
Peter asked Jacques what he thought 
about the resource-based economy, 
Jacques said, “It's not perfect. It's just 
a whole lot better.” 

The conversation was soon 
opened for questions from the audi- 
ence. They offered stoties from their 
owns lives and instances of people liv- 
ing “off the grid.” Most of the people 
that came up to ask a question, 
thanked them profusely for coming to 
New York. 

When the conference was over, 
some of the audience swarmed 
Jacques, Roxanne and Peter. Several 


people offered ideas. Some wanted. 


pictures with them. Just before I left, I 
caught a glimpse of Peter standing at 
the edge of the stage holding a stack of 
papers in his hand. “I have to go 
guys,” he said. 


cell phone reception. Is it that easy? 
Cell phones. Machines really are 
taking over. 

I thought about leaving. I 
believed the truth elusive once 
more. I was almost done with the 
thought when I saw the big boss 
himself. Lou Yarid, they call him. 
When I approached he pulled the 
plugs from his ears. Yarid told me 
he spends an hour between classes 
here. 

“All my classes are in this 
building.” 

He's Graphic Design as well. It 


makes sense. I definitely sense an 
operation in the wing here. Yarid 
confirms my suspicions when he 
entrances me with a book on Adobe 
Illustrator. The whole shebang is 
within these pages. The arrival of an 
associate breaks our conversation. I 
shake hands and prepare to leave. 

This cafeteria, this lady in the 
concrete walls. Her mystique held 
sway long enough for me to know 
the truth. She's convenient. She's 
quiet. She inspires productivity. 
What a dame. [ left these souls to 
their education. 


New York experiences Zeitgeist 


: pinky by Ths SE R.E.com 
Most of the Zeitgeist movement originates from the 


.mind of Jacques Fresco. 
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Child abuse rate is Increasing 


Increase in child 
abuse correlates with 


rising economy woes 


By ASHLEY BRUDNICK 
Correspondent 


The rate of child abuse in 
Massachusetts has risen in the past 
few months as a direct result of the 
economic recession. While most peo- 
ple talk about the rise of violence in 
foreign countries, children in America 
are experiencing a rise in violence 
themselves that most people are not 
aware of. 

When an economy fails, the facts 
are as simple as black and white. Jobs 
are lost, homes are foreclosed, and 
people are just simply stressed out 
over everything from current finances 
to what will happen in the future. This 
leaves parents of families worrying, 
stressing, and as a result, venting. In 
most cases, it is taken out on the kids. 


According to the New York Post, 
child welfare workers have taken 
notice of the increase in child abuse. 
The main causes they noticed were 
from families living without heat or 
electricity and lack of medical care. 

"It's very concerning and certain- 
ly is reflective of what's happening in 
the economic environment," said 
Kathy Froyd, director ofthe Children, 
Youth and Families Division of the 
Fairfax County Department of Family 
Services. 

The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services stated that 
Massachusetts has the second highest 
rate of confirmed cases of child abuse 
in the country. Florida is the leading 
state of child abuse. 

In 2007, the number of reported 
abused or neglected children in MA 
was 114,421. Compared to the num- 
ber in 2006, 12 additional children a 
day were abused according to the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Children and Families. Half of these 


children were age 7 or younger. 
Military deployment has also 
- been a factor of child abuse. 


The U.S. Department of Health and Human 


Services stated that Massachusetts has the 
second highest rate of confirmed cases of 


child abuse. 


According to an article by the 
American Psychiatric Association 
back in 2007, the rate of child abuse 
in military families increased 42 per- 
cent from 2001 to 2004. It is ironic 
that while people were discussing the 
violence over in Iraq, violence on the 
home front seemed to be swept under 
the rug. : 

The study showed that out of the 
1,771 families in the 40-month study 


that had a spouse away on active duty, 
1,858 parents neglected their chil- 
dren. During the study, 3,334 inci- 


dents of child abuse occurred, involv- 
ing 2,968 children. 942 of those inci- 
dents happened during deployments 
of parents. The number of female par- 
ents who abused their children 
increased during this period. 

Child abuse increases in states 
that cut their welfare benefits. If the 
parents are suffering, the children are 
suffering more and in worse ways. It 
has been scientifically proven that the 


financial status of the parents changes 
the chance of child abuse. Children 
with working mothers and absent 
fathers are more likely to be. 
subject to neglect and abuse. So 
are children with two non-work- 
ing parents or parents whose 
income is below 75 percent of 
the official poverty level. 

- The problem we are having 
now is that parents that were 
once above the poverty level are 
now below it and aren't coping 
-with the financial stress in a 
healthy way. This has caused an 
all time high of child abuse, especial- 
ly in the state of Massachusetts. 

Deborah Gibbs, M.S.P.H. of the 
child and families program at RTI 
International in Research Triangle 
Park, N.C., told Psychiatric News, . 
"We see here the classic profile of 
child neglect, Parents who are suffer- 
ing from depression and need help the 
most are the least likely to seek help — 
or accept services." 


Observer soundtrack returns — 


Another volume of 
the critically 
- acclaimed smash hit 


The Observer soundtrack was a 
pretty big hit last semester. | think. 
For the uninitiated the Observer 
soundtrack is a compilation of songs 
handpicked by our eclectic band of 
music savvy staff. We hope you 
enjoy our selections-fingers 
crossed! 

Hansel Lopez 

Johnny Cash - Rusty Cage - 
When I'm not listening to any metal, 
hardcore or Wu Tang Clan chances 
are I'm listening to some Johnny 
Cash. I know this is a cover and it 
probably has been said a million 
times but this song is awesome and 
it totally does justice to the 
Soundgarden original. Whenever 
I'm having a rough time I always 
throw on some Johnny Cash. 

Pantera - Walk - A few weeks 
ago I hit some pretty rough days so 
this song was definitely playing on 
my Zune (screw ipod). So when I 
wasn't listening to Cash I was prob- 
ably listening to “Walk” or anything 
else from “Vulgar Display of 
Power.” Now that I've gotten over 
what I was upset about I'm still lis- 
tening to “Walk” mainly because it's 
a good song to keep you pumped. 

Enanitos Verdes - La Cordillera 
de los Andes - I've been rediscover- 
ing my love of Spanish rock lately. 
This song and band are definitely 
top of the food chain in that genre; 
great use of melody and ethnic 
instrumentation throughout the 
song. I plan on writing an article on 
Spanish rock and creating a playlist 
so if anybody reading this is a fan 
please get in touch with me so I can 
interview you. 

Cristina Napoli 

Inner Circle - Games People 
Play - Maybe it's the constant “Na 
na na Nana na Na na” that gets sung 
over and over, but it's just fun to 
bounce around to. And it'll annoy 


the hell out of a person if you play it 
over and over, so that's always a 
major plus. 

Lonestar - Mr. Mom - This is 
what happens when your radio tuner 
never goes off 

.Christian Stone 

The Offspring - Half-Truism - 
This is the first track off the new, or 
newest, Offspring album “Rise and 
Fall, Rage and Grace.” Even though 
most of the music is produced by the 
Offspring all sounds the same, I 
could care less. The song is a unique 
new sound but still stays true to 
original form. I'd like to use the term 
new and improved but I can't 
because it's neither. It's not new, it's 
the same old sound but at the same 
time it is improved but there was 
nothing really wrong to begin with. 
Abhh, just listen to the song before 
my head explodes. 


Right Round - Flo Rida - Say = 


what you want about me. I like the 
beat and I like the women's sexy 
voice. It could be worse, but I could 
have said “Halo.” 

Stephen Purple 

All-American Rejects - Gives 
You Hell - This song is just too 
catchy for its own good. Normally 
I'm not a fan of this band, but I 


must say, they caught my attention Road” 


again, after Dirty Little Secret. 
Three Days Grace - Home - I've 
always enjoyed the songs that bring 
about pure emotions. The songs that 
have the lyrics actually go along 
with the instrumentals. And believe 
me, when you continually move 
from docile to docile, you under- 
stand the difference between your 
home and a house you live in. 
Cesar Segura 
Dennis Brown - Revolution - 
When I'm working for the Observer 
I listen to this song because it relax- 
es me while I think. Listening to the 
good lyrics of “Revolution” inspire 
me to work hard, so I can be some- 
body in the future. , 
Jackie Moon - Love Me Sexy - 
This song wasn't technically 
released as a commercial song, but 


as a sound tract for the movie 
“Semi-Pro.” The’ song's hilarious 
lyrics seem to work-well when I'm in 
stress. It also helps my articles be 
more interesting. 

Nick Sermuksnis 

Plumtree - Scott Pilgrim - I 
picked Plumtree's Scott Pilgrim 
song based on my unhealthy obses- 
sion with the comic of the same 
name. Scott Pilgrim has been a 
major influence on my writing in the 
short time I've been a fan. The song 
is also catchy. If you like it then try 
out some other Plumtree music. The 
band went their individual ways to 
pursue careers in other fields but 
their influence lives on! 


The Submarines - Vote - 


Everyone has probably heard the. - 


Four Observer staff members pay homage to the classic Beatles 


song “You Me and the Bourgeoisie” 
during one of the latest iPod com- 
mercials but this is another great 
song from The Submarines. I think 
it's the drums that do me in. I tap my 
feet a lot to this song. 

Julie Varney 

Taylor Swift - Tied Together 
With A Smile - Taylor Swift writes 
incredibly honest songs that sound 
like they are straight out of her 
diary. I connect with all her songs, 
but this one is particularly meaning- 
ful. It is about a girl who seems per- 
fect but she's trying to. keep it all 
together. 

Carrie Underwood - Wasted - 
This is another meaningful song for 
me. It's about how you shouldn't 
waste another day because life is 


photo.by yan McBride 
album “Abbey 


short, and if you have a lot you want 
to do in life you should get started 
today. 

Rent - Santa Fe - Ok, so I like 
many songs from the Rent sound- 
track but I am really feeling this one 
lately. It's about love, dreams, and 
aspirations for something more in 
life. 

Ryan McBride 

Fallout Boy - She's My Winona - 
A very good motivational song, very 
well written. This song gave my 
respect to Fallout Boy. 

Newfound Glory - Hold My 
Hand - This song is a reflective one 
for me. After two years in a relation- 
ship I still feel these feelings for the 
person I'm with. I wouldn't have it 
any other way. 


| checked the Internet 


- 


| Donde esta mis 
amigos Latinos? 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


As I was 

_ watching the 
~ Red Sox game 

on Friday 
night, I had 
realized some- 
_ thing about the 
team that 
seemed inter- 
esting. As I 
went and 
to satisfy my 

curiosity I uncovered one of the most 
overlooked scandals in baseball his- 
tory. It is a widely known fact that the 
ownership of the organization had a 
tendency to let a players race dictate 
the right to play on the team under 
the reign of Tom Yawkey. In fact, 


| they were the last time to put a play- 


er of color on their roster. The Red 
Sox have resorted back to the old 
ways of Yawkey. That’s right, the 
Red Sox management has once again 
reverted back to the way of the 
“white guy”, just not to the extremes 
of the past. The active roster reads 
like that of a hockey team. They have 
more Canadian born players than 
Dominicans. Aside from David Ortiz, 
there isn’t a single player of color in 
any position other than pitcher, and 
even then, most are white. If you plan 
on seeing a minority on the field this 
season, you probably wont unless 
you fought for the wrong side on 
World War II and consider Canadians 
and Jewish people minorities, but 
that’s hopefully not that case. 
Nevertheless, that’s all that’ll be out 
there until interleague play when 
Ortiz takes the field. I can remember 
just a few years ago when the stars 
that headlined the hypothetical mar- 
quee over Fenway Park read 
Martinez, Garciaparra and Ramirez. 
Now the names that come to mind are 
Beckett, Youkilus and Pedroia. It 
seems like last year there was much 
more diversity in the Sox locker 
room and it seems like that for a good 
reason: there was. 

Back in the Manny Ramirez 
days, the higher powers in the organ- 
ization, Theo Epstein, John Henry 
and others, did whatever it took to 
keep Ramirez happy with the team. 
Pretty much like how the Red Sox 
signed Hideki Okajima alongside 
superstar pitcher Daisuke Matsuzaka. 
It just makes your franchise player 
feel more comfortable being with the 
team. Manny was the centerpiece 
behind the franchise and the progress 
of the organization depended on his 
happiness from the time he got there 
until the time he left. When he 
arrived he was happy to be playing 
along side premiere fellow Hispanic 
talents like Pedro Martinez and 
Nomar Garciaparra. Dominican flags 
would flourish in the bleachers. Even 
after shipping Martinez and 
Garciaparra out the door, the new 
recruits to the organization almost 
always seemed to be of a, how do I 
say, “tinted” ethnicity. 

The middle infield, before being 
solidified with Dustin Pedroia and 
Jed Lowrie, was a rotating roster of 
ethnic players. Orlando Cabrera, 
Alex Gonzalez, and Pokey Reese 
were just a few of short-term players 
on the club. The outfield was paraded 
with backups like Wily Mo Pena and 
Coco Crisp, who saw his way off the 
team a few months after the depar- 


ture of Ramirez. Coincidence? 
Probably, I’m not going to jump to 
any conclusion just yet, but Coco 
wasn’t the only one to go. Alex Cora 
was released after a few good utility 
seasons in Boston and Julio Lugo 
will return to the club if he ever 
recovers from knee surgery, but we 
didn’t see much of him last year so I 
wouldn’t expect to see much of him 
this year. If losing these players isn’t 
enough to convince you that the Red 
Sox are playing with a lack of color, 
just look at the players they acquired 
to replace them. 

All the key acquisitions for the 
Red Sox this past offseason have 
been of the Caucasian or Asian per- 
suasion. First the Sox decided to bol- 
ster up on their pitching by signing 
John Smoltz and Brad Penny, both 
solid pitchers, but both white. They 
signed New England born Rocco 
Baldelli to provide the back up out- 
field option that Crisp did last season. 
They also resigned Mark Kotsay, 
who was acquired late last season to 
help bolster the post-season roster. It 
didn’t help, but regardless, the club 
brought him back both he and 
Baldelli are also white. 

Breakdown the current 25 man 
roster on the team and you'll see that 
a few of the players will leave you 
questioning their ethnicity, there are a 
few curveballs in there, no pun 
intended. The infield consists of 
Kevin Youkilis, Dustin Pedroia and 
Jed Lowrie;.all of whom are all clear- 
ly as white as printer paper. Mike 
Lowell raises a few eyebrows since 
he was technically born in Puerto 
Rico, but I’ve met that man twice 
now, with pictures to prove it and ’m 
not convinced that he isn’t white. The 
man looks like my dad, and his name 
is Mike Lowell, not Miquel Loaiza. 
You can say he’s Latino but I want to 
meet his parents before I pass judg- 


ment. Nick Green is the only other. 


infielder on the active roster, and if 
his name is no indication, he is not a 
minority. 

Jason Varitek is once again the 


_ clubs reliable catcher. In previous 


years he has had players such as 
Doug Mirabelli, Kevin Cash and Josh 
Bard to back him up but this season 
the Red Sox pulled a-player from the 
farm system to play behind Tek. 
Canadian born George Kottaras will 
be doing the back up duties this sea- 
son. 

The outfield is virtually the same 
story. If we had resigned the Irish 
born Bobby Kielty back to the club 
the Sox would be handing out sun- 
glasses to shield eyes from the glare 
off of the whitest outfield in the 
league. They didn’t resign him but 
nevertheless, we still have the whitest 
outfield in the league. Jason Bay and 
JD Drew are two players who, along 
with being incapable of tanning, 
return to the outfield. With the addi- 
tions of Baldelli -and Kotsay that 
makes one bland outfield in terms of 
color. But once again we come to one 
of those questionable players in 
Jacoby Ellsbury. Ellsbury is a mem- 
ber of the Colorado River Indian 
Tribes and the first Native American 
of the Navajo tribe to reach the 
Majors. At risk of offending anybody 
we’re just going to leave that one 
along, but I would like to see a pic- 
ture of his parents as well. 

The only place to find true diver- 
sity amongst the Red Sox is out in 
their bullpen. Not even the entire 
pitching staff really, just their 
bullpen. 5 of the 6 starting pitchers 
on staff are white, Josh Beckett, Jon 
Lester, Tim Wakefield, Brad Penny 
and John Smoltz. The only exception 
being Daisuke Matsuzaka. The relief 
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Justin Masterson, left, watches on as new pitchers 
Brad Penny, center, and John Smoltz, right, take in 
their surroundings during spring training. 


pitching squad, the only people on 
the field who get more recognition 
than the girls that shag foul balls, 
make up the melting pot of our 
organization. With the exception of 
closing pitcher Jonathan Papelbon 


and middle reliever Justin Masterson, 
the bullpen makes up the quota that 
would no doubt satisfy any doubt of 
racism, if it ever even came up. 5 out 
of the 7 players in the pen come from 
ethnic backgrounds, Manny 
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Red Sox Probably Not | 


Delcarmen, Hideki Okajima, Ramon 
Ramirez, Javier Lopez and Takashi 
Saito. Ultimately the most diverse 
bunch on the team stays hidden for 
all but one or two innings a night if 
all goes well for the franchise. 

Of the 25 players on the active 
roster, only seven of them meet the 
characteristics of a diverse or mul- 
ticultural persona, and of those 
seven only two of them play out- 
side the bullpen. I’m not saying I’m 
not going to be watching the Red 
Sox this year, I always have and 
always will support the beloved 
local franchise that has filled the 
void of many long hours over my 
lifetime. My job is much like that 
of a security guard, to observe and 
report. My observations have led 
me to believe that this is indeed to 
whitest team you will ever see on a 
baseball diamond, and that they 
would probably never win a basket- 
ball game. I’m not calling the Red 
Sox management racists by any 
means and I’m certainly not racist 
myself. I’m just simply pointing 
out the fact that somehow, whether 
by chance or by. perfectly coordi- 
nated stealth like maneuvers, the 
Red Sox have managed to give 
Ortiz another perplexing way of 
standing out amongst the rest of the 
team. 


=EM MOUNTAIN COLLEGE 


Finish your 4-year degree at Green Mountain College. 
The nation’s leading environmental liberal arts school offers: 


® Rolling Admissions 


= Spaces still availabie for fall 2009 

= A generous transfer policy (up to 90 credits) 
# Financial aid (up to $20,000 in merit and other scholarships) 
® 25 academic majors & certificate programs 
# Cutting edge curriculum that will prepare you for the emerging 


green economy. 


Green Mountain College 


One Brennan Circle 
Poultney, VT 05764 


admissions.greenmtn.edu 


800-776-6675 
admiss@greenmtn.edu 
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‘Toh eede 
baseball 
world was 
devastated 


Driving accident 
claims the life o 


last week 
young athlete eka 
By CHRISTIAN STONE year old 
Sports Editor Anaheim 
AG nro cen las 


pitcher Nick 
Adenhart was killed 
in a hit and run 
involving a drunk 
driver just hours 
i after coming off the 
_ mound. 

Adenhart, a 
young promising tal- 
_ ent, got the chance to 

“make his season 
debut in the big leagues as opposed to 
the minors, with the help of three of 
their starting pitchers being on the dis- 
abled list. It seemed that good fortune 
was smiling on Nick who had over- 
come struggles before making the club. 
When he was 18 he needed Tommy 
John surgery to repair damage to a lig- 
ament in his elbow. Some players never 
fully recover or develop the strength 
they had before after such an operation. 
But Adenhart came back strong, after 
working on his mechanics with his new 


elbow; he played for three years in the 


minors before making his major league 
‘debut with the Angels on May 1, 2008. 
He would start 3 games for the Angels 
in ’08. 

On Wednesday, with his father Jim 
Adenhart in the stands, Adenhart 
pitched 6 scoreless innings against AL 
West rivals the Oakland Athletics, 
while striking out 5 batters. The 
bullpen blew what would have been his 
second career victory. 

Adenhart, most likely celebrating 
his personal victory, went out for a 
night on the town. He was the passen- 
ger of a silver Mitsubishi Eclipse that 
was broadsided by a minivan around 
12:30 a.m. early Thursday morning in 
Fullerton, California. Police say the 
minivan apparently ran a red light. 


Adenhart had to be taken to University. 


of California Irvine Medical Center 
where he died during surgery. His 
friends in the car, 25-year-old Henry 
Nigel Pearson. and 20 year-old 
Courtney Frances Stewart were pro- 
nounced dead on the scene according to 


police. Another passenger, 24-year-old 
Jon Wilhite, is in stable condition. 
According to hospital spokesperson 
John Murray, doctors believe he will 
survive. 

The minivan driver fled the acci- 
dent on foot but was tracked down by 
officers about 30 minutes later. The 
offender was later identified as 22- 
year-old Andrew Thomas Gallo who, 
according to police, had a suspended 
license for a previous drunk driving 
conviction. - 

Initial results of Gallo’s blood alco- 
hol level were “substantially over the 
legal limit” of .08 percent according to 
police Lt. Kevin Hamilton. After a 
brief interview with investigators, 
Gallo, was booked and charged with 
three counts of murder, three counts of 
vehicular manslaughter, felony hit and 
run and felony driving under the influ- 
ence of alcohol, according to Hamilton. 

Gallo’s arraignment was scheduled 
for Monday, April 13. 

The Angels postponed the final 
game of their series against Oakland 
and used Thursday as a day for mourn- 
ing. They invited Nick’s dad, Jim, into 
the clubhouse for an emotional closed- 
door meeting. 

“We were just kind of reminiscing 
about what Nick brought to the team, to 
the clubhouse,” said outfield Torii 
Hunter. 

“He was a very funny kid and he 

will be missed. Every time you come to 
the stadium and go in the clubhouse, 
you’re looking at Nick Adenhart’s 
locker. A lot of these guys in here have 
never lost anybody in their family 
that’s close to them. I hate that this 
happened but this is a part of life. This 
is the real deal,” Hunter said in clos- 
ing. : 
The Angels played host to the Red 
Sox last weekend and after a pre-game 
ceremony to Adenhart revealed his 
number “34” across their jerseys. The 
number tribute will remain on the jer- 
seys for the rest of the season. 

It just goes to show how a kid on 
the fast track to success can literally be 
blindsided so tragically. Nobody is 
exempt from Murphy’s Law regardless 
of how much luck or talent you’ve been 
blessed with. In an instant it can all be 
gone. Angels manager Mike Scioscia 
said it best, “It is a tragedy that will 
never be forgotten.” 


; MCTCampus Photo 
The crew of umpires partakes in a moment of silence for fallen 


Angel pitcher, 22 year-old Nick Adenhart who was killed by an 
alleged drunk driver early on Thursday morning. 


Plan to continue 
your education? 
You owe it to yourself to 
consider Rivier College. 


Affordable undergraduate day and 
evening programs, small classes, great 
facilities and a convenient location — Rivier 
has everything you need to reach your 
personal and professional goals. 


Ready to continue full time? 

Check out our day programs. 

Choose from more than 30 undergraduate majors 
including art, biology, business, communications, 
criminal justice, education, English, finance, 
international studies, marketing, mathematics, modern 
languages, nursing, psychology, sociology and more. 
You'll get hands-on experience and become part of a 
close-knit campus community. Take advantage of special 
scholarships for transfer students. 


Need to work? Consider our evening programs. 
Take advantage of flexible programs in business, 
computer science, communications, education, nursing 
and psychology. Hybrid, online, evening and weekend 
classes fit your busy schedule. You'll take on real-world 
assignments and learn from classmates who are working 
professionals, as well as from Rivier’s first-rate faculty. 


Want to learn more? Visit www.rivier.edu or call 
1-800-447-4843 to speak with an admissions counselor, 
schedule a campus tour, or register for an Open House 
or Info Session. 


Rivier is a Catholic, co-educational 
institution in Nashua, New 
Hampshire. We've been helping 
students start their futures off 

_ tight for 75 years. See what we 
can do for you. 


) Rivier 
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420 South Main Street ¢ Nashua, NH.03060 
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| By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


ia Spring is here and what a better way to 
\ Kick off the baseball season than with a 
good old-fashioned holiday barbeque with 
friends and family. 
| On Patriots Day, Monday, April 20, the 
| Northern Essex Knights will battle Mount 
| Ida not just once but twice. A doubleheader! 
|The only thing better than one baseball 
‘game is two baseball games. And if that 
|| doesn’t sweeten the deal, then perhaps the 
lHfood will. 
| The Athletic Department will be hosting 
| a barbeque throughout the day, wielding all 
sorts of good tasting treats. Hot dogs and 
|hamburgers fresh from the grill, snacks 
| such as chips and home baked goods head- 
line the bountiful cuisine. 
Along with great food and baseball, 


_ By CHRISTIAN STONE > ip a ‘ 
pe Editor ie ii a 
4 legacy is 


| one that has and will stay around this part of the 
| country long after he retires from baseball. After 
| devoting so much time and discussion to Ramirez 
| from the turn of the millennium up until last year, 
he isn’t a subject that would tend to be forgotten. 
| Ramirez who was often coy and humbled by the 
| media explained to USA Today the possibilities 
| for the next few chapters of the Manny Ramirez 
| story. As often times players do, they reach out 
| for their original club to help ease them into 
retirement. The idea is to end your career where 
it all began, and Ramirez is apparently no differ- 
ent. 

Ramirez, who just signed a two year, $45 
million dollar deal with the Los Angels Dodgers 
| says that retiring, as a Cleveland Indian would be 


aseball 


they will be holding a raffle of a brand new 
NECC athletic department product. Other 
things such as jerseys, hats and other NECC 
gear will also be sold at low prices. 

With the economy in such a fragile 
state, how could one refuse such a bargain? 
If quality food and two games of baseball 
seems out of budget than stop by NECC on 
Patriots Day to find out how wrong you 
really are. 

Due to the unpredictable state of April 
weather and the condition of the field, the 
festivities wont suffer by instituting a rain 
date of April 28. The first game starts at 
12:00 p.m. and the other will be underway 
roughly two hours after the conclusion of 
the first. Come to one game or come to 


‘both, either way it’s guaranteed to be a 
good time for everyone including but not . 


restricted to students, baseball lovers, food 
fanatics and thrift enthusiasts. 


The next move 
for Man-Ram 


an ideal way to leave the game. 

“T would like play for Cleveland one more 
time, to go back where I started. I have so many 
good memories there, why not?” Ramirez posed 
the question to USA Today. “I think to go back 
where you started is everyone’s dream.” 

According to the highly circulated newspa- 
per, Ramirez had a talk with former Indians 
teammate and renowned slugger Jim Thome 
about returning to the organization in which they 
played together for seven years. 

““ Manny was very sincere when he brought 
that up to me, “ Thome said. “Manny was saying 
how special that would be for us to go back 
together. He was very passionate.” 

When asked what he thought of the idea of 
them playing together again, Manny had a typical 
Manny answer, “Me and Thome back in 
Cleveland? That would be sweet.” 


# 
Lae 


photo by Name Name 


Jim Thome, left, and Manny Rammed. are currently ranked #1 and # 3 
on the Cleveland Indians all time home run list, a combined 570 HRs. 


Read the Observer online: 


www.necc.mass.edu/observer 
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Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1.What is the worst seeded team to ever 
win the NCAA Championship? 
2. HEL: pitcher has the most World 
Series wins? 
3. Who were the only two brothers to 
win a Cy Young Award? 

4. What team did Wilt Chamberlain 
score 100 points against on March 2, 
1962? 

5. Who was drafted before Hakeem 
Olajuwon and Michael Jordan in 1984? 
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You want to 
transfer to a 
college that fits. 


At Merrimack 
College, we 


* Catholic, coeducational college 

e ‘Transfer application process and credit approval — 

© Academic and need-based scholarships available 

¢ Transfer admission for both fall and spring semesters 

e Majors offered through Liberal Arts, Science and Engineering 

¢ Housing available to transfer students 

* Close to Boston with easy access to the city, beaches, ski resorts 

¢ Cooperative Education, Internships, Study Abroad available to 
transfer students 


both liberal and efficient 


, Business 


Academic Excellence 
Accounting, Athletic Training, Biology /Biotechnology, Chemistry, 
Civil Engineering, Computer Science /Information Technology, 
Communication Studies, Criminology, Economics, Electrical & Computer 
Engineering, English, Fine Arts/Art and Art History/Digital Media Arts, 
Finance, French, Health Science, History, International Business, 
Management/Sports Management, Marketing, Mathematics, Philosophy, 
Physics, Political Science, Psychology, Religious Studies, Romance Languages, 
Sociology, Spanish, Sports Medicine/ Pre-Physical Therapy/ 
Strength & Conditioning. 
Come Visit Us! 
¢ Attend a Transfer Student Open House and take a tour 

(see www.merrimack.edu/register) 
¢ Schedule a personal visit with our Director of Transfer Admission. 

Call 978-837-5100 for an appointment. 


www.merrimack.edu © admission@merrimack.edu © 978-837-5100 


Merrimack College 


NORTH ANDOVER, MA 
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make that easy. 
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Sweets for scholars 
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Professor Peter Flynn offers up cookies to hungry customers. 
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Student Ry 


Contemporary Affairs Club 


Presents 
What’s wrong with NECC? 


What's right that we want to see more of? 


Wed., April 29, 2009 


Room C-107 


Free pizza 


an Jennings enjoys a cookie at the faculty union bakesale. 


Julie Varney photos 
Popcorn, coookies, candy and cash go to benefit scholarship fund. 


The Northern Essex Community College Professional Association 
will award a “sweet treat” to an outstanding graduating student this 
year, a $1,000 scholarship. 

And, on Friday, April 10, in the Spurk building lobby the faculty 
union sold sweet treats to the college community as part of its annual 
bakesale to raise money for the scholarship. 

Overall, approximately $1,200 was raised through the bakesale and 
also through ongoing faculty and staff donations. 

“We've had faculty donating in the amount of $25, $50 and $100,” 
Peter Flynn, psychology professor and bakesale organizer, said. 

Students also donated generously through the purchase of the bake- 
sale items. 

According to Flynn, profits were high because of his sales pitch, 
“Take what you want and leave what you can.” 4 

—Julie Varney 


Northeastern University 
College of Professional Stu ; 


soon 


we 60” of college 
grads attend 

two OF PIOFE__ | 

inSTtitLLIONS 


before earring — 
their _degrees+— 


het , 


Transfer your academic aspirations to 
the College otf Professional Studies 


= Generous and flexible credit transfers 
®™ Convenient evening, weekend, and online classes 
® Eight start dates a year 


® Competitive tuition and financial aid for full- and 
part-time students 


www.northeastern.edu/cps 


